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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 


 Covxcir. 


E numerous Suffrages of your Country having diftinguiſh'd you, 
and the unanimous Vaice of the Commons having juſtly advanc'd 
8 you to the principal Seat in that Aſſembly, which the ſeveral 


for them, in the Common Council of Great Britain, makes you, as 
being the firſt Commaner, the moſt E Patron, to promote 


paring Laws, of this univerſal Concern, was by the Conſtitution made an origi- 


nal and glorious Privilege of that Hauſe you ſerve, in guiding their particular 


Proceedings. 


The Right of his preſent Majeſty, and of his Heirs, being Proteſtants, to the 
Britiſh Crown and Government, being founded on the Britannic Conſtitution, 
(which is ſecretly calumniated, cheneh not openly diſowned) will, 2 the Uni- 
formity here indicated, be cleared and made firm, againſt the potent 

Tour known Attachment therefore, to that Right, and the Friends of that Right, 


attracts you the Conduct of promoting ſo laudable an Undertaking. 


A particular Motive for preſuming to crave your Patronage, is, my being a 


Native near Onſlow in Shropſhire, where the Remains (which the Flames of 


— —— — 


Mar have left) of the antient Seat of your Anceſtors demonſtrate its priſtine Mag- 
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SPEAKER of the Houſe of Commons, and One 
of His MAJEST VS Moſt Honourable Privy 


Parts of the Nation have elected to repreſent them, and to act 


the Uniformity here propoſed ; foraſmuch as the deviſing and pre. 


retenders 


nificence ; and an additional Reaſon is, That that Branch of the Family, from 


which you are deſcended, hath furniſhed to the Kingdom ſeveral eminent Patriots, 


to ſerve as Speakers in its National Aſſemblies, namely, Richard Onſlow, Eſq; 
and your Uncle Sir Richard Onſlow, Bart. The Merit of the former was ſi con- 


ſpicuous, that he was Attorney of the Duchy of Lancaſter, Attorney of the Court 


of Wards, Recorder of the City of London, Solicitor General to Queen Elizabeth, 
and at laſt choſen Speaker in the Eighth Tear of her Reign; to all which he 
arrived at his Age of 38. but was removed unſeaſonably, by Death, at = 
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Uniformity in the 8 T AT E. 


bes nab 5 fte BEING 
eee Coppin, 


Ng . * 


SHE DeGga of this Supplement is, to unite 1 90 two n Parties of y 
big and Tories, in the true Notions of the Conftitution- of the Britiſo 
EkKingdom and Government, as the only Expedient to pull up by the Roots 
a all Sedirions, Tumults, Treaſonable Conſpiracies, Rebellions, and even 
18 yo Party Diſtinctions, except That One, viz. Of Thoſe who are for the Bri- 
Th 2  ki/a; Conſtitution, and Thoſe who are againſt it, being a Diſtinction that 
ought to be 


perpetual : Which deſirable End can derer 58 e with- 
out an Act for W and for chat n to vs. | 


- 
N 4 7 1 = 
- P k —_ 
o TL 7 — 
- / 


Bt! 


. inions, ee the ane in the State, that 
render it — and — make niformity e which may. be affirmed to 
wore and increaſe. from theſe Cauſes; viz. © 


«ah, * ® at 


1. From the Contrariety of thoſe Notions which are warmly eſpouſed by the Parties, 
| chk called the High Dart. and the Lows and which va thro' the whole Body: of the 
cople. 5 


2. From che Seeggles of chat party, which aſpires after Church Power 18 Dominion, 


and after Auhorities to. govern in Spiritual Matters, by Canon Laws of their own making, 
in Convocations. 


3: From Miſcauties which handle the Conſtitution i in this Kiog 
 Ciſultical lly. - 


4. From the erroneous 1 untrue Poſitions publiſh in a . Book, call'd, The 

Hereditary Right of the Crown of England aſſerted, and the Engliſh Conſtitution vindicated. © 

5. From that artful and blemiſhing Account that is given of the National Proceedings, 

before, and at, and after the Revolution, by a celebrated Hiſtorian, in his Two Hiſtories, 

the * called, 7he Hiſtory & England; and the other, The Hiſtory. of the Revolution. 
6. From che want of — that Penerable Puecepen 4 which the 9 

L 4 reduce the People” 5 


SE, and diſagreeing N otions of Magna e 


3435 . 
* l F 


B 7. as 


dom, as as a Point 0 int of State, 


2 V 
7. From the Inſufficiency of thoſe Securities which have been as 

ſerve the State Conſtitution. 4 EM provided, to pre- 
8. And as an Addition, it is ſhew'd, That a full Dependence is to be placed in h 

Majeſty's Royal Promiſe, That the Preſervation of the Conſtitution in this Kingdom 9 Aye pr 

bappily eftabliſh'd in the State, inviolable, in all its Parts, ſhall be 11 


bis firſt, and al ; 
chief Care; and that therefore the Thing p2omtſed to be preſerved, * A 
tained, and made apparent. 


The Concluſion, therefore, ſhews the Method how this Expedient ma 


the great Advantages that will accrue to the Proteſtant Royal Family, 
People, from ſuch Uniformity. | 


y be attained, and 
and to all Degrees of 


N. B. The Britannick Conſtitution of the Kingdom, 
carry it into Execution, was at firſt undertaken, and at laſt publiſh'd, upon theſe Con- 
ſiderations; viz. _ | 2 


1. From a View of thoſe Noble and Fundamental Principles of the Conſtitution, in this 
Kingdom, which the Managers for the Commons in the Year 1688. urged and inſiſted on 
to prove = Vacancy of the Throne; which merit, above all others, to be collected and 
epiromized, | F | 1 . 

5 2. From the Deficiency of the Arguments exhibited in the printed Pamphlets called, The 
Powers that are, &c. God's Ways of diſpoſing Kingdoms; the Diſtinction of Conqueſt, as 
if the King might be conquer'd, and not the People; and other ſuch Performances, that 
were publiſh'd principally by Clergymen, to maintain the Juſtice of the National Proceed- 
ings at the Revolution; all which Arguments, aſſoon as read, vaniſh'd, becauſe they con- 
tain'd no more in Subſtance, than the Inferences of ſedentary Men, unacquainted with the 

Laws, and who collected them from their own general Reaſon; wh 
encounter with his own, if he thought his own the ſtronger. 


3. From thoſe frequent Fears and Alarms of Invaſions from Abroad, and Inſurrections at 
Home, which happen'd in the Year 1715. when the Rebellion in Scotland ſpread into Eng- 


land as far as Preſton : In the Year 1716. when Count Gyllenberg*s Letters diſcover'd an 
intended Invaſion from Sweden; to obviate which, a Fleet was ſent to the Baltick : In the 


Year 1718. when Spain made great Preparations by Sea and Land, entertain'd the Preten- 


der, who aſpir'd to uſurp the Crown, and acknowledg'd him for King of England; but 


being diſappointed in ſome of their Meaſures, thoſe Preparatione were diverted, and, for a 
Colour, ſent to drive away the Moors from before Ceuta: In the Year 1719, when Spain 

ſent a Body of Men into Scotland to join the Highlanders, which were engaged and defeated 
by General Wigbiman: And in the Year 1725. when the Pretender's Emiſfaries were buſy 
at divers Courts, ſoliciting his Cauſe, as if Foreign Aſſiſtances were encourag'd by Invita- 
tions and Solicitations from Britain: All which Alarms have iſſued from the People's Flu- 


ctuations about what is, and what is not, the true Conſtitution of this Kingdom ; for the 


Pretender, or his Foreign Adherents, could not, without Invitation from a Party in Britain, 
form any probable Meaſures or Expectations. | 


4. From the long-uſed Politicks, which centre in this, That the Legality of the Revolu- 


tion, and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, muſt be aſſerted and defended by Force and Violence 
only, (i. e. by Fleets and Armies Abroad, or by the Axe and other Executions at Home) 


totally neglecting the other Policy of forming in the People's Minds right Notions of the 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and of the Law of the Land; for want of which, a great 


Part of the People have been, by the ſpecious Arguments of the Pretender's Emiſſaries, 
led into groſs Errors and Miſapprehenſions; whereas, when the Law and Reaſon appear to 


be on our Side, and the Wrong on the Pretender's, his Party, and, with them, the Fears 


and Alarms of Invaſions from Neighbours, and Inſurrections of miſtaken Britons, muſt 
neceſſarily vaniſh and diſappear. - 


5. From an inflexible Adherence to the Right of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, founded on 2 


to which this is a Supplement, to 


ich every Man might 
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do for them any ſignal Service; as alſo to the People in general, purſuant to ſolemn Engage- 
ments. But to proceed; | HS oa * 


I. 4s to the Securify of the Conſtitution in the Church, by Uniformity. 


The Security and Strength of the Conſtitution in the Church of England, ſubſiſts princi- 
pally upon Uniformity, and on the People's Knowledge of it, and upon the Recognition 
made by the Clergy of their unfeigned I ent and Conſent to every Part of it; for all Doubts 


and Controverſies about its Rights, Ceremonies, and Government, have been by that 
means extinguiſh'd. 


The 


Perſuaſion, That thoſe Succeſſors would excel in doing Juſtice to every Man, who ſhould 2 


TY FL EE ME NT 3 
The Inſecurity or Infirmity of the Conſtitution in the State, ariſeth from the Want of 
Uniformity in Mens Minds, and for want of the People's knowing it, and from their Diſpu- 
rations and Queſtions about what are, and what are not, the Fundamental Parts of the Con- 
itution. | 
, As to the Conſtitution in the Church of England ; The Whole (ſince its Reſcue from under 
the Dominion of Rome) ſeems to be compriſed in the Book of Common- Prayer, or Liturgy of 
that Church, as to the Agenda, i. e, The Things to be done or obſerved in the Divine 
Worſhip and Service, and in its Diſcipline and Government. | 
A, to the Doctrines or Credenda, (i. e. Things to be believed) Thoſe ſeem to be epito- 
mized or comprehended in the 39 Articles, and therefore need not to be here repeated ; 
except only in Two Particulars : 


1. The 20th of the 39 Articles being worded ambiguouſly, hath raiſed in the Proteſtant 
World ſome Controverſies about Church Authority, an Explanation whereof would induce 
Peace and Unanimity : The Words are theſe, 7he Church hath Power to Decree Rites and 
Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith : Thus far the Words are general and indefi- 
nite 3 and next follow Reſtrictions ; . "I 125 

And yet the Church of England cannot Decree any Thing contrary to God's written 
Word | 3 5 
Nor can Expound one Place of Scripture to be repugnant to another; 3 

Nor can Enfo2ce any Thing to be believed, as neceſſary to Salvation, beſides God's 


written Word. 


Now if nothing contrary,” nor repugnant, nor beſides the Scripture, can be Decreed, | 
Erpaunded, or Enfo2ced by the Church, where then doth the Authority reſide, but in 
the Scripture, and not in any mortal or fallible Man or Men, altho' called the Church? 
And conſequently the latter ſpecial Words being inconſiſtent, controul the general Senſe of 
the former; and the rather, ſince the Diſability of Decreeing is placed under the ſame Predi- 
cament with that of Enforcing, in theſe Words; Yet as the Church ought not to Decree any 
thing againſt Holy Writ, jo, beſides the ſame, (or much leſs) ought it not io Enłoce any 
thing to be believed for Neceſſity of Salvation. | ke 


2. The other Particular is the different Expoſitions which the Romaniſts and Proteſtants 


have put upon ſome Texts of Scripture touching the Credenda, or Things to be believed; 
which makes it material to mention them. FV 


The Texts are thoſe where our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed to declare to his Diſciples, 
That whoſeſoever Sins they remitted on Earth, ſhould be remitted in Heaven; which Words are 
7) 88 85 Re welt hang 

The Roman Church expound theſe Words both in an unlimited and in a limited Senſe, 
viz. That the Objects / that abſolving Power, being ſinful Men, are unlimited without 
Diſtintion, eng LE hate? + 

But that Church hath expounded the ſame Words in another Part limited, viz, That the 

Miniſters who are to give Abſolution are limited to one only of them (meaning the Biſhop of 
Rome); by which Expoſition great Power and Treaſures have been acquir'd by that 
Church. . VV i „„ | 

The Proteſtants expound theſe Texts after the ſame manner, in an unlimited and in a 
limited Senſe ; bur they invert the Limitation, viz. That the Miniſters authorized to abjolve 
Sinners, are all God's Miniſters of the Goſpel ; and in that Senſe the Words are unlimited. 

But as to the Nature of the abſolving Power; they argue, That it muſt neceſſarily be a 
comforting Power only, to declare to the People, That if they believe and repent, their Sins 
hall be remitted ; which is a Power plainly limited, becauſe our Lord Chriſt, when he gave 
the Power, did not give Knowledge adequate to the Exerciſe of an unlimited Power. 

For if a mortal Man, ſubject to many Infirmities, cannot (for want of Intuitive Knowledge) 
diſtinguiſh between a true Penitent and an Hy pocrite, he therefore cannot abſolve any Man, 
left he abſolve a Hypocrite, becauſe ſuch an Abſolution would be abſurd, and inconſiſtent with 


his Miniſterial Office, which is to perfuade Men to repent, and in Times to come to live 
better for no Man that has Money will ever live a reform'd Life, if he knows that Abſolution 


= | NOT. TP PLOTS ns. 4 — — ans * 
depends not upon his Repentance, but upon the M iniſter's Favour and Inclinations. The 


Conſtitution in the Church of England hath therefore determin'd, That God bath given Power 
aud Commandment to his Miniſters, to declare and pronounce to his People, being penitent, . 
Absolution and Remiſſion of their Sins. This Authority being therefore limited to the People 


being truly penitent, the Abſolution remains with God, the omniſcient Judge, who alone 


knows who are the true Penitents, and who the Hypocrites. ho : 
As to the Nature of thoſe Securities which the Legiſlature hath provided to eſtabliſh 


Uniformity, and to recognize and preſerve the Conſtitution in the Church ; the. bare men- 
ng. of them will demonſtrate them to be exquiſitely adapted, and, as ſuch, to be = 
al; Viz, | : 


of both the Provinces of Canterbury and Jork, then fitting, 


By the Statute of Uniſormity made 13 and 14 Car. II. Cap. 4. it is Enacted, 
That the Book of Common. Prayer, as it was then altered and ſettled by che Convocation 


this Statute, ſhould be the Book which ſhould be uſed by all Miniſters wh 8 
Churches, Chapels, and other Places of publick Worſhip, and by all that EL OE 1 
crate Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons. | | 


It was alſo, for ſecuring and recognizing ſuch Uniformity, Enadted, That ever 


who ſhould obtain any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion, ſhould openly, 3 


Uſe of all Things in the ſaid Book contain'd and preſerib'd, in theſe Words, and no other: 


I QA. B. hereby declare my unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent 10 all and every 


Thi taing 
and preſcribed in and by the Book, intituled, The Book of other ances ng contained 


; and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, accord 


Uſe of the Church of England, together with the Pſalter or Pſalms of David, 
they are to be ſung or ſaid in Churches, and the Form or Manner of Making, 
and Conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. Or in Default thereof, be ſhall 
Benefice or Promotion. 5 3 Dn FE 


ing to the 
. 0550 as 
rdaining, 


Loſe his 


The Uniformity of the Church Conſtitution, and the ſolemn Recognition of its ſeveral 


Parts by this Statute provided, hath extirpated all Evaſions, and pulled up by the Roots 
all Diſputations and Queſtions about what is, or what is not, Part of that Conſtitution. 
There is now no varying or departing, nor drawing aſide any Article; for if any beneficed 
| Clergyman, after ſubſcribing his unfeigned Aſent and Conſent, ſhall relapſe, and, by Preach- 

ing or Printing, diſown any Part of the Church Conſtitution, he, ipſo faFo, incurs an 


Incapacity to hold or enjoy his Church Promotion. 10 A 
The Church Conſtitution hath received a great Addition of Strength by the Acts of Parlia- 


# ” 


ment made for completing the Union with Scotland; from which Security of the Conſtitution 


in the Church, an Argument may be drawn 4 Notiori, That if the like Security were made for 
the State Conſtitution, it would be equally ſucceſsful in pulling up by.the Roots all Sedition, privy 


| Conſpiracies, Rebellion, and Party Diſtinctions. 


But as io the Conſtitution of the Kingdom in the State: The want of Uniformity, and the want 


of the certain Knowledge of it, and of what are, and what are not, real and fundamental 


Parts of it, hath made Controverſies and Debates almoſt infinite, and as yet endleſs; 
which are at this Day manag'd with much Heat, but with little Succeſs, towards a Con- 
viction of either Side of the Diſputants; for Men (and eſpecially. ſome Clergymen) frame 
in their Minds, and blow up as Bubbles, this or that Poſition in Government, crying it 


up as a Fundamental Part of the Conſtitution, and condema all others that differ from 


them; and therefore POL 8 7 ; 
2. As to the Diverſities of Opinions touching the Conſtitution in the State, that ren- 


der it infirm, and for that Reaſon makes Uniformity neceſſary : They may be affirmed to 
proceed from theſe Cauſes 3 vx. 5 | wet 


. From the Contrariety of thoſe Notions which are warmly eſpouſed by the Parties, 
vulgarly called the High Party and the Lom; and which run thro* the whole Body of the 
o 0 „„ 1 


The want of this Uniformity was probably the Reaſon why the Body of the Church of 
England Men, ſoon after the Reformation, divided into Two Parties; one whezeof hath 
been denominated the High Party, who retain'd the old Notions of the Church Power, 


Dominion, and Supremacy, above the King; and the other Party hath been (and are 


called) the Low Party, becauſe they endeavour to keep the Churchmen lower than the 


Ec King. 


Lt theſe Names therefore ſenify theſe. Diftin®tions. 


The Low Party of the Church of England Men are in cheir Inclinations rigid againſt 


1 —— — 2 * — - * > 


— jealous of the National Liberties, rela- for a Proteſtant : 
Proteſtant Religion, as it is profeſſed in the Proteſtant Churches of Scotland and Holland, 


Popery, and againſt Church Dominion above the King, of over their Fellow-ſubjects, 


7 


and lately in the reformed. Churches of France, before the Perſecution, treating the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters as Brethren, with an indulging. and tolerating Temper, which makes thoſe 
Diſſenters liſt under this Party, and become, in Matters of State, their Seconds. 

The High Party of the Church of Exgland differ from the Low, in relation to the 


Church Power and Dominion, to the National Liberties, and to a Popiſh Monarchy 5 . 


and have been unkind to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, diſowning any Aﬀnity with theme # 


if they were not Proteſtants, and treating them with unſrieudly Preſſures, by ren 


and as the ſame was annexed to 


| ical! ublickly, and 
ſolemnly, before the Congregation, declare his unkeigned Allent and Conſe K. 5 5 | 


onarchy, and favorable to .ñle 


Ur t R M R N N 5 


: and Schiſm Bills; and moreover, they are zealous in turning the Edge of the Sacramental 
* Teſt Act to depreſs Proteſtants, although the ſole Intention of that Statute was to exclude 
Fienan Catbolicks from Offices and Places of Truſt, and to ſecure the Regal Adminiſtration 
= from Popiſh Influences. 


And yet notwithſtanding theſe different Sentiments of Parties, whether Preachers or 
/Friters, the Conſtitution is claimed to be on both Sides the Queſtion, inſomuch that no 
other Word 1s fo often diſtorted and bent to ſerve Occaſions ; for it is equally made uſe of 
to patronize Arbitrary Power and Slavery, on the one hand; and on the other, Licentiouſ- 


nels and Rebellion: This Contrariety of Notions therefore, in relation to the Conſtitution, 
ſhews the Neceſſity of introducing Uniformity. | 


2. As to thoſe Diverſities of Opinions touching the State Conſtitution, ariſing from 
de Struggles of that Party which aſpires after Church Power and Dominion, and after 
Authorities to govern in Spiritual Matters by Canon Laws of their own making, in Con- 
_ vocattons; | : 


It may be remembered, that the Friends of the Pꝛetender, who would »/arp the Crown, 
deemed it neceſſary to acquire in Exgland ſome one Party to be his ſure Friends; and 
rightly judged, that his being a Papiſt was, in a Proteſtant Nation, a ſtrong Objection, or 

rather an Abomination : Some of thoſe Friends therefore propoſed, that the Proteſtant 
Divines might be gained, if Dominion and Authority were offer'd, by placing in the Clergy. 
of the National Church of England the ſame Power, Dominion, and Authority, as reſided in 
Popiſo General Councils; gathers of them conceded and propoſed, that the firſt Step which 
the Pretender ought to make, in his Way to «/urp the Crown, would be to remit the firft 
Fruits and Tenths, which the Pope formerly, and lately the King, exacted from the 
Clergy. This Propoſition being agreed to, and promis'd, it was by Whiſpers, and by 
Leſiey's Letters, convey'd to great Numbers of the Clergy ; and they became ſo pleaſed 
with the Expectation, that in Times of greateſt Danger in the late Wars, they behaved 
unconcernedly (except that they groaned when the Enemy received from our Armies any 
ſenſible Blow, and in contrary Conjunctures triumpbed) : But when the YVifories,in the Years 
1704. and 1706. endangered the Downfal of the Pretender's Grand Friend the French King, 
= Aa grievous Dutcry was made, that the Church was in Danger (i. e. many of the Clergy 
= were in Danger of loſing the expected Church Power and Dominion): The Miniſters of 
GSG ͤcate therefore, in the Year 1706. adviſed Queen Anne to anticipate (as ſhe did) the Preten- 
der's Overtures, by granting the firſt Fruits and Tenths to augment the poor Livings of 
the inferior Clergy : But this did not anſwer the Deſign ; for the Meaning was not to raiſe 
the inferior Clergy, but to make the rich Clergy richer, as the only Means to acquire Church 
Power and Dominion; and therefore the High Party continued reſtleſs and diſcontented. 
The High Party of the Church was at this Time led under ſtrong Deluſions, to believe 
Things ſhocking and repugnant to common Underſtandings ; (to wit) That a Popiſh King 
may be pinioned and reſtrained from being engaged in any Intereſt contrary to That of his 
- Proteſtant People; That he may be brought to deny his Holy Father the Pope's Supre- 
macy, and diſobey and contemn his Decrees; That he will protect Proteſtants, and encou- 
rage and adhere to their Counſels, and will at the ſame Time obſtru the Growth of Popery, 
and diſcountenance and reject the Counſels of Roman Catholicks ; and that he may be in other 
Things, equally important, inconſiſtent with himſelf (i. e. That he may and will ſincerely 
act as the Head of the Proteftant Intereſt, and, as ſuch, will enter heartily into ſuch Alli- 
ances and Wars, as the Proteſtant Intereſt may call for and require, againſt Popiſh Encroach- 
ments): For which Reaſons the Roman Catholicks feed and nouriſh theſe deluſive Imagina- 
uons, and lift (not under, but) with this Party, and engage, as far as they are able, in 
Matters of State, on their Side, as Seconds. „ : | - 
Here it may be pꝛoper ro ſhew the Nature of Church Canons, or the Canon Laws; 
which is, That Canons are Church Ordinances, declaring, That the Biſhop of Rome hath 3 
Power to impoſe Laws on Emperors and Kings; That he is Judge of all Breaches of Treaty eee 
between E Potentates, and of all Breaches of Faith between Supreme Governors and | | lf 
their Subjects; That he hath Power to diſpenſe with the Obligation of all Oaths and Laws, 
and may, for Breach of theſe Church Canons or Deerees, thunder out Excommunications and 
Deprivations of Emperors and Kings, and abſolve their Subjects from their Allegiance, &c. 
And this Uſurpation of Church Power was ſo far extended, * That the Bi/bops and Clergy 
of the Church of England afſumed a Power, in all Cafes, (where the Biſhop of Rome did not 
interpoſe) to make and remove Kings, and to diſpoſe of the Allegiance of their Subjects; 
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þ and accordingly the Romiſoe Legate (who was an Engliſhman, and Biſhop of Wincheſter) 
71 addreſſed them, in a Sy nod held at Vincbeſter— in the Sixth Year of King Stephen's Reign, 


* Tyrrell, 234. Malm, Hiſtoire Nouvelle, L. 2. Hered. Right, 53. | 
C Anna 


whereby the whole Legiſlative Power muſt centre in the King's Perſon ſingly. This Sort of 


6 8 % FE T R MN 
Anno Domini 1141. with this Compliment, Quod ad eorum Jus potiſſim 3 
cipem eligere, ſimulque ordinare (i. e. That the Biſhops and er af fs 
Right to appoint and ordain Kings of England). It can be no Surprize therefore if fon 
Clergymen, in theſe later Times, aſpire after a Church Power and Dominion, that ma a _ 
with that old Uſurpation, ſome Reſemblance ; for doubtleſs this Pretence was the Root > „ 
that Notion, which the Clergy propagated, of the Divine Rigbt of our Kings (meanin Ta 
That ſuch of our Kings as obtained an Appointment or Confirmation from the 9 SY 
mult neceſſarily have a Divine Right, when that Right was derived from Divines). 85 

This being the Caſe, the Conſtitution in the State hath, by the Powers challeng'd by Cler- „ 
gymen in their Convocations, and by their written Debates about that Matter, greatly ſuf. 
fer; d; and eſpecially by Two Books, written by Two learned Authors amongft the Eccle. . 

ſiaſtical Gentlemen. The Firſt aſſerts the King's Authority over Convocations, and was written 
by an Author profoundly learned and indefatigable ; for in that Book it is affirmed, Page 84 EY 
That the King may preſcribe to the Convocation what they ſhall debate about, and what not, and 
may alter or add to ſuch Canons as they ſhall prepare for his Royal Aſent; both which Poſitions 
may probably be true, foraſmuch as the Powers of the Convocation are ſecondary, and not 
original, and are, by the Laws of the Land, and by the written Word of God, circum- 
ſcrib'd : But the Reaſon for ſuch the King's Authority, is given by that Author in theſe 
extraordinary Words, viz. For ſince the Legiſlative Power is lodg'd in the Hands of the King, 
be may make what Laws and Conſtitutions be thinks fit for the Church, as well as fo2 the 
State. ** 

This Reaſon is of a ſurpriſing Nature; for the Reader muſt apprehend the Argument 
to be drawn @ Notiori, i. e. That this Author judg'd it unqueſtionably plain and true, 
that the King's Power in the State is Abſolute and Unlimited, viz. That he may uncontroul- * 
ably make what Laws for the State he thinks fit; and by Parity of Reaſon, he may make 

what Laws for the Church he thinks fit; and if he may ſo do, he may diſpenſe with, oo © © 
unmake or diſannul them when he thinks fit; He may preſcribe to Parliaments what they 
ſhall, and what they ſhall not, proceed upon and debate ; He may, in that Caſe, alter and 
add to ſuch Bills, or Acts, or Draughts of Laws, as the Two Eſtates of Lords and Com- 

mons in Parliament afſembled ſhall deviſe, and paſs, and preſent for the Royal Aſſent; 


Reaſoning (if it were true) would: juſtify all thoſe Arbitrary Powers, which the Kings 
Richard II. Charles I. and James II. challenged and exerciſed over Parliaments, and over 
the Laws of the Land; and would condemn the Proceedings, which condemn d King James's 
diſpenſing Power, and other Inſtances of his Miſgovernment 3 and conſequently this 
Aſſertion of that Author tends to ſttbyert the Rights of the Two Eſtates of Lords and 
Commons in Parliament, and to unix thoſe Hereditary and Fundamental Privileges, which 
the Original Conſtitution hath fixed in Them. ” "> > 
This is made plain, foraſmuch as the ſecond Writer or Author, who wrote of {be Righis 
of the Convocation, hath, in his Pꝛekace to that Book, charged the former Author expreſly, 
That the Words of his Reaſon before-mention*d did give ſuch an unlimited Authoztcy 
to our Kings, as would overthrow the Conſtitution in the State; the Injury was apparent, 
and the firſt Writer could do go leſs, in Juſtice to the Conſtitution, than to make an 
Explanation. + | ** : f 
But. in anſwer to the Charge, the former Author, in the Twelfth Page of his Preface 
to the Book, intitled, The State of the Church, inſtead of explaining, avow'd the Poſition, 
alledging, That he had aſſerted no more in that Point of the King's Authority, than our 
Proteſtant Divines, Convocations, and Univerſities, had ever ſince the Reformation main- 
tained : And this Fact is unqueſtionably true; for it muſt be confeſſed, our Proteſtant 
Divines, Convocations, and Univerſities, have ſo maintain'd; but then it muſt be remem- 
bered, that that Doctrine and Poſition (that a Legiſlative Power is lodg'd in the Hands of 
the King, to make what Laws for the State be thinks fit) is not only groundleſs, but venom- 
ous; for from that bitter Root proceeded the aſſumed Powers in one Reign, to impoſe the 
Tax of Shipmoney, and other Preſſures ; and in another Reign, to diſpenſe with or diſannul 


— AN — —— 


all the Laws at once, which produc'd in one Century T wo Revolutions; for either thockTe 
Principles muſt be expladed, and the Arbitrary Superſtructures built upon them proſtrated, E 
or the Conſtitution and Freedom of Britons muſt periſh and be extinguiſh'd, nothing being 
more obvious, than that theſe erroneous Doctrines never fail'd to lead all ſuch of our Kings as 
imbibed them, into miſerable Miſtakes and Calamities. 3 b 
But then the firſt * Writer added to his Excuſe for aſſerting no more than what the Prote- 
Pant Divines, Convocations, and Univerſities, had maintain'd, That it was his ſolemnly avowed 
Principle and Opinion, That the Conſtitution of our Government is an eflentially limited 
Monarchy; in which Conſtitution the Laws of the Land are the Meaſures or Boundaries of the 


* Preface, Page 12. * oh 
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But the Hig 
- Deſcription, 
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King's Preragative, and of the People's Rights, and that none of our Kings can exerciſe any 
Authority (i. e. that they have no Authority) contrary to thoſe Laws, This Principle is doubt- 
leſs authentick 3 but then it infers this Sort of Reaſoning, That there can be no Laws with- 
out Legiſlators, nor a Conſtitution without Conſtituents ; and that the Law which was able 
to limit the Eſſence of the Monarchy, muſt be prior in Time to the Eſſence ſo limited, becauſe 
the Power that forms and limits an Eſſence, muſt neceſſarily have an Exiſtence prior to 
that Eſſence, and conſequently might have confined that Eſſence within narrower Limits. 
If this Sort of Reaſoning be true, then this Declaration of this Author's avowed Principle 
contradicts, not only all the Proteſtant Divines, Convocations, and Univerſities, he appeals 
to, but is an honourable Confeſſion, that waſhes off former Blemiſhes. 

From this Manner of Reaſoning may be inferr'd, That other Eſences or Beings were 
formed at the ſame Time, to be Coexiſtent with the Monarchical ; which Inference will 
naturally lead Men to conclude, that the Conſtitution and Mode of the Britiſh Government 
was formed and made to conſiſt of Three coexiſting Eſtates, in ſuch Manner as the Britannic 


_ Conſtitution hath delineated 3 and that thoſe Three coexiſting Eſtates are not of Divine, but of 


Human Ordination, | | 
However theſe contradictory Notions furniſh Speculations and Queſtions, how and by 
what Means our Proteſtant Divines, ſince the Reformation, became more acute and learned 
in the Political Authorities of our Kings in Temporal Matters of State, and in the People's 
Obedience to mere ſuppoſed Authorities, than the Divines were before the Reformation. 
ut upon a Reſearch it may be collected, That in Times when the Biſhop of Rome diſ- 
00 of Church Preferments, that Supreme Prelate would not, nor did prefer any to be 


Archbiſhops or Biſhops, but ſuch only as would vigorouſly ſupport againſt our Kings 


his Prelatical Pretenſions; and above all, the uncontroulable Power of diſpenſing with Laws : 


And for that Reaſon the ſubſtantial Parts of the Chriſtian Religion were by the Popiſh Clergy 


facrificed to that Prelate, in order to raiſe above all Potentates his Church Power and 
Supremacy, and by thoſe Means to gain his Favour, and thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Promotions : 
But when the Romiſb U ſurpations were extirpated, and the Crown reſtored to thoſe Diſpo- 
fitions, ſome of the Proteſtant Divines (as frail Men) erred, and addreſſed our Supreme 


Governors with Compliments, that the Supremacy which the Biſhop of Rome had exerciſed 
in diſpenſing with Laws, was transferred to the Crown of Great-Britain, a 


Theſe Controverſies therefore have ſerved to increaſe, in the State, Diverſities of Opi- 


nions : For the High Party were not long ſince craftily taught to drink Healths to the 


Church and the Queen, (Anne) ſetting the Church above the Queen; and to cry, The higher 
the Church, (meaning Church Power and Dominion) the better. 47 | 
In Oppoſition to which, the Low Party drank Healths to the Queen and the Church, mean- 
ing to keep the Churchmen lower than the Queen. | Cs, ng tr ps 
But great Numbers of the Clergy, having couch'd their Meaning in Words of a double 


Entendre, diſcloſed to their Friends, that they did not mean a Church made with Hands, 


or built with Stones; but the Church they meant, was a Church compoſed of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, who ſhould, in their Convocations, have Authority to govern the 


| Laity, by Canon Laws of their own making, as in antient Times, before the Reformation, 
had been accuſtom' d. 5 


The Low Party of the Church of England, and their Seconds, have in all Times eſpouſed 
and contended for the Form of Government, as it is deſcrib'd in the Britannic Conſtitution : 
bh Party and their Aſſiſtants diſown and condemn the molt material Parts of that 


For the High Party ſtrenuouſly aſſert, That that Part of the State Conſtitution which 


allows the Diſturbance of Arbitrary Power, is inconſiſtent with the Proteſtant Conſtitution 
in the Church, in regard the Univerſity of Oxford, by their Decree of 1683. adjudged and 


determined, that Abſolute Obedience to Arbitrary Power is the Characteriſtick Doctrine or Prin- 


ciple of the Church of England, as if the State Conſtitution were over-ruled, and the old 


Magna Charta of the National Freedom and Liberties were controuled and diſannulled, by 
the Proteſtant Church Conſtitution ; for a famous Preacher, by the Advice of his Counſel, 


that Treatment, this Decree of that learned Univerſity: 1cor Notior | 


_ defended his criminal Treatment of the State Conſtitution, by giving in Evidence to juſtify 
Noe Ae 3 rene 7 > Fere 


fore call as loudly for a Reformation and Uniformity, as the Popiſh Errors did in old 


Times. 


3. As to the Diverſities oſ Mens Notions of the Conſtitution in this Kingdom, pro- 


ceeding from Diſcourſes that handle the Conſtitution, as a Point of State, Caſutſfically 


It may be aſſerted, That the great Pains ſome Gentlemen of the Eccleſiaſtical Order take, 
when they handle the Nature of the Briti/þ Government Caſuiſtically, have produced much 


Variety of Opinions, becauſe they vary and depart from our Human Conſtitution, yo. 
| | ground 
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ground their Schemes upon ſome Texts of Scripture, either in the Old Teſta PA 
to the Jewiſh Kings, or elſe in the New Teſtament, relating to the Rimes Are 2 1 
which Sorts of Supreme Governors were Arbitrary and Abſolu otn 


te); and lay out all thei 
ing and Pains to aſſimilate our Kings, and their Authorities, * thoſe p #0 all their Learn- 


Britons, and their Condition, either to that of the Jews, or to that of the Roast 
thoſe People had made their Emperors Abſolute, and themſelves Slaves) a 


i aſſerting, Th 
Kings are of God's immediate Appointment, becauſe one Scri 1 


re ſai 
Powers that are, are ordained of God, and be that reſifteth the Power, 3 2 hb 
of God, and that Rulers are Minifters of God for good. Now Eccleſiaſtical Caſuiſts from theſe 


Words raiſe extraordinary Concluſions, viz. That Kings, being Rulers, have great Powers : 
Ergo, Kings, and their Powers, ate the immediate Ordinance and Appointment of Ged. But 
theſe Arguments contraditt, not only the Matters of Fact, but rebel againſt the Church; 
for the Church hath decreed, That one Place of Scripture cannot be expounded to be repug- 
nant to another. Now another Scripture ſaith, Submit yourſelves to every Oꝛdina 
N d every 2UInance of 
Man, whether it be to the King, as Supreme, or unto Governors (i. e. Magiſtrates) ſent by bim: 
But theſe Scriptures, whereof one ſays Kings (as Rulers) are ordained of God, and the other 
which ſays Kings (as Rulers) are the Ordinance of Man, are not repugnant, becauſe God, 
being the primary Cauſe of all Things, hath made ſecondary Cauſes, and cauſeth his pro- 
vidential Deſigns to be by thoſe Second Cauſes effected and accompliſh'd. vl. 
And therefore theſe Queſtions, whether Kingly Authorities are derived immediately from 
Heaven, or from Human Ordinances, may be reſolved and cleared, by ſuch Queſtions as 
the Divine Maſter of all Knowledge demanded of the Jewiſb Prieſts, who endeavour'd to 
enſnare him: viz. The Baptiſm of John, Whence was it? From Heaven or of Men? 
Which they declin'd to anſwer 3 from which Queſtion may be inferr'd this infallible Truth, 
That Inſtitutions are of Two Sorts, viz. Divine Inſtitutions, and Human Inſtitutions, or 
elſe the Prince of Wiſdom would not have asked that Queſtion : Wherefoze it may be 
_ demanded of theſe Caſuiſts; the Salique Law in France, which limits the Succeſſion of 
that Crown to the Heirs Male, and excludes the Proximity of Blood in the Females, 
Whence was it? From Heaven or of Men? So the King of Poland's Ordination, Whence 
is it? From Heaven, or by the Election of that People? The States of Holland, who 
are the Rulers of that Nation, Whence is their Authority? From Heaven, or from the 
Human Laws of that Country? The Supzeme Power of making Laws for the Govern- 
ment of Britain being lodg*d in the Parliament, conſiſting of the Three Eſtates of King, 
Lords, and Commons, Whence is their Or4ination and Authority ? From Heaven or of 
Men? And the Laws by them made, Whether are they Divine or Human Laws? The 
Proteſtant Succeſſion to the Crown, Whence was it? From Heaven, or by the Conſti- 
tution, and the Human Appointment, made by the Statute for further Limitation of the 
Crown? | 29G Jy © OE MEL : 
People of mean Capacities may anſwer all theſe Queſtions 3 for all theſe Things were 
unqueſtionably effected by Haman Means, or ſecond Cauſes; and it is hoped, that Anſwer 
may convince and ſettle the modern Caſuiſt:; but it muſt be always own'd, That Human 
Policy is a Branch of the Divine Wiſdom, and that God hath given it to the Nations in diffe- 
rent Proportions : To Britons he gave a greater Propenſity to Liberty than to the Jews, and 
gave them rational Faculties to form ſuch a Government as ſhould ſecure and protect that 
Liberty; and accordingly Britons framed the Conſtitutiba, to conſiſt of Three Eſtates, of King, 
Lords, and Commons, and appointed to each of them diſtinct Autborities and Privileges ; 
their Inſtitutions and Laws therefore muſt neceſſarily be of Human Appointment, and the 
Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons can never be ſaid to be of Divine Appointment, nei- 
ther can Britiſh Laws be ſaid to be Divine Laws ; and if ſo, how can the r or principal 
_ Eſtate, which is alſo a Part of ibe Human Conſtitution, be of Divine Appointment ? | 
It may therefore be concluded, that Caſuiſts, who depart from the Conſtitution, and from 
buman Laws, and addreſs our Kings with Titles that are imaginary, and can never be 
proved, ought to be ſuſpected and treated as Men of inſincere Purpoſes. == 
If our Caſuiftical Gentlemen would act the fair Part, and teach the People, that the Powers 
meant in the New Teſtament, are thoſe Powers which reſide m Earthly Governments, and 


| off 


tution is (as it really is) an excellent Form of Government, and that our Monarchy is the 
moſt excellent Part of that Conſtitution : And that from the Excellency of its Form, it may 
be inferr'd, that God, by his Divine Influence, guided Britons in its Formation, making 
Men yield inſenfibly to what He, in his eternal Mind, had ordained and in that Senſe, 
our Kings, and our Conftitation, according to which, they are to govern, may both be 

accounted, in ſome Sort, of Divine Appointment, without diminiſhing the Nature or Efficacy 

of Human Intiuiion or Appointments 3 und in chat Senſe their alice Diſcourſes, when 
preached, might be heard with Attegtion; and their Writings read with Commendation. 


But 
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But ſince this Sort of fair Dealing is never to be expected, Neceſity requires that thoſe 


who have the Power, ſhould reduce this Sort of Diſcourſes to Uniformity, and ſhould pre- 
vent Diverſities of Opinions, and unfair Repreſentations, 1 | 


4. As to the Variety of Opinions ariſing from the erroneous and untrue Poſitions 


ſhed in a celebrated Book, intituled, The Hereditary Right of the Crown of England aſſerted, 
pr he Engliſh Conſtitution vindicated ; TOA Y England af] 


It was the general Opinion, that this Book was compoſed by the moſt learned of the 
party; it was publiſhed with an Eclat in the Year 1713. and bed into the World with 
Marks of Diſtinction, and publick Countenance 3 it was recommended, cry'd up, and diſ- 
perſed with Induſtry, as their united and ultimate Performance, to aſſiſt the Pretender, in 


uſurping the Crown, at a Time when Meaſures were upon the Anvil in his Favour ; by 


which, if they had had a little longer Time to ripen, the Houſe of Hanover had been, in all 


human Probability, blotted out of the Succeſſion. This Book had the Encouragement of 


the Allowance of a principal Secretary, to be advertiſed as a Matter of State, in the London 
Gazette, and many Copies of it were given, by Men in Power, Gratis; but above all, this 


Book was bound up in a pompous Manner, and by Mr. Nalſon, preſented to Queen Anne, 


' who accepted it with diſtinguiſhing Grace and Liberality, ſuitable to a Service ſea ſonably 
done for that Perſon, who wanted Aſſiſtance in his intended Uſurpation, and againſt whom 
all Motions, Parliamentary Addreſſes, and other Efforts, to remove him out of Lorrain, 


proved not only weak and fruitleſs, but were looked upon and treated as vexing and rude 
Applications But when the Weit of Summons to call his Highneſs the Duke of Cambridge, to 
his Seat in Parliament, was demanded, which was a Right that could not be deny'd, the 
ripe and victorious Danger was precipitated and made abortive, 5 

The Care and Poiitene/s in the Style of this Writer render*d him ſo unguarded, that ſome 
true Principles, and Maxims of State, crept in, and convey'd themſelves unawares into the 


Work before its Concluſion ; viz. That a People (ſuch as the Roman People) may be Pro- 


prietors of their own Liberties, and may have them intirely at their own Diſpoſal ; that the 


Roman People, by a Law of their own making, called Lex Regia, parted with their Liber- 


ties, and gave an. arbitrary Power, abſolute from, and above all Laws, to their Empe- 
rors, firſt ro Auguſtus Ceſar, and after him to Tiberius. 


defired, That the People were the Conſtituents of the Roman Emperors Abſolute Authority: 


The People therefore had Power to give that Authority; for no Man (as this Writer with 


great Truth alledges) can give that Power, or that Money, to another, which he had not 


| himſelf; and yet there are not wanting ſome Inſtances of ſuch ridiculous Attempts 3 for the 


Biſhop of Rome preſumed to diſpoſe of Kingdoms and Countries, which were not His to give: 
This Writer further admits, that the Britiſb People have a Right and Power (whenever 


there happens to be an utter Extinction of the Royal Family) to elect and inſtitute a new 
King to ſucceed their former Monarchs; which Conceſſion is doubtleſs juſt, becauſe in ſuch. 


a Caſe, there can be no other Power on Earth that can reinſtitute the Monarchy, or 


impoſe on Britons a new King: And as to Miracles from Heaven, to form or inſtitute a 
new Monarchy, none ſuch could (eſpecially in Times of Paganiſm) be expected; for the 
Britiſp People would, in ſuch a Caſe, be (equally with the Roman People) Proprietors of their 

own Freedom, and would have, equally with them, the intire Power to diſpoſe of their own 


Liberties: And therefore this Author's Conceſſions do neceſſarily infer a Power in the People, 


in the Beginning of Government, to make an Original Contract or Agreement with their 


Firſt Monarch, and to impoſe on his Government ſuch a Form, and upon the Succeſſion to 


the Crown after him, ſuch Limitations, as the People ſhould chuſe and judge moſt conve- 
nient: And if ſuch a Suppoſition may, in the latter Caſe, of an utter Failure and Extinction, 


be admitted, as poſſible and reaſonable, Why may it not be as reaſonable to preſume, that in 
the Beginning, when this Monarchy was at firſt form'd and conſtituted, an Driginal 
Contract between King and People was made an eſſential Part of the Conſtitution, eſpe- 
cally ſince conſtant Uſage, down to this Time, hath verified that P3zeſumption 7? 


As to the Conſtitutton, 


1 F} „ ; 27 8 3 


pub- 


This Admiſſion is as full as can be 


1. That the Thee Eſtates of the Realm are all of them compoſed of Subjects; 
That the Lords Spiritual are One of thoſe Three Eſtates; that thoſe Three Eſtates are, in 


_ higheſt Capacities, but the People's Repreſentatives or Plenipotentiaries (and this laſt 


oſition is doubtleſs true): And as io the Commons; theſe learned Writers condeſcend to 

allow their Aſſent to the making Laws, to be abſolutely neceſſary; but as to the Lords, 

they will allow them no more than to be the greateſt of the Subjects, but ſpare to aſſign 
D 


them 


in Vindication of it, (as he pretends) hath advanced theſe Two Poſitions ; 
VIZ, | d 5 | | 
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10 UU Pr Ne 
them any Fundamental Powers or Privileges ; from which the Inference is pla! 
that the King (according to them) is not one of the Three Eſtates. I Pan and ſtrong, 


2. This Writer elaborately endeavour'd to divide the Monarchy, by a Diſtin&; 
Monarchs whom he ſuppoſeth to be De Facto, and Monarchs An 8 
Jure; and that their Authority is of a different Nature, viz. That Statutes or Laws made i 4 . 
the Times of Monarchs ſuppoſed to be De Jure, do bind effectually ſuch ck _ 
Monarchs as are ſuppoſed to be only De Fado; but that the Statutes or Laws made in — 
Times of ſuch Monarchs (as thoſe Writers call Kings De Facto) are voidable . 125 


f X - as th N 
have it) and depend on Will and Pleaſure; viz. That a ſucceeding «my 5 would 


| . . ; « „ ft uppoſed to *S 2 
be De Jure, may, by his own ſingle Authority, declare them void, without reſorting to the RT 
Formality of aſſembling a Parliament, or to have their Concurrence in ſuch an Emanation of © & 

their Authority; which Two Poſitions are notoriouſly inconſiſtent with the true Con 
ſtitution, wy 2 

This Writer aſſerts, That the Hereditary Right of the Succeſſion to the Crown of England, F 4 


15 upon antient an, which, in Law, is the ſame thin 


. Ari ; 'S as Common and 
conſtant Uſage in a direct Line (i. e. That every King who firſt accedes to the Crown, 


ought to be Heres Natus, i. e. born Heir to the Crown); but the numerous Inſtances of a 
_ contrary Uſage of Succeſſions, introduced by the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons, have © 
diſproved that ſuppoſed Preſcription ; and therefore when this Writer's ſuppoſed Þ2e- 
ſcription, and the Brizzþ Law, failed him, he called to his Aiſtance Foreign Laws, 
aſſerting, that ſuch Kings as wanted an Hereditary Right, yet if they had a Right either by 
a Donation by Deed or Will made by their Predeceſſors, or could procure a ſubſequent 
Ceſſion, (from the next Heir) although by Force and Violence, ſuch Kings ought to be, 
according to the Foreign Imperial Law, accounted Hæredes Fafti, (i. e. adopted or ſubſti- 
tuted Heirs) and that ſuch an adventitious Title makes them Hereditary Kings; which is 
the ſame thing as to ſay, Succa/ions by Hereditary Deſcent, and Succeſſions by other Inſti- 
tutions, are equally good and lawful; and if this were the Author's true Meaning, there 
could be no Occaſion to differ with him. 5 wg 2 
But having forgot theſe Conceſſions, he ſtarted back, and peremptorily affirms, That 
Pecepents, in the Determination of Rights, are of no Value; to which it may be 
anſwer'd, That it muſt be admitted, that Precedents will not make a Law; but yet they are 
a ſtrong Evidence to prove what the Law is, againſt bare Preſumptions; and they are, 
moreover, the very Materials of which a ꝛeſcription is compoſed : And therefore by 

denying the Uſe of Precedents, he cuts up at the Root his own ſuppoſed Preſcription. 
But without Breach of good Manners, thoſe aſſuming Writers may be charged with 
Inſincerity, as well as norance; for, . 


e n : N 
2 W 2 OY, 
7705 < * * * 


As to the Conſtitution, 
That Conſtructure of Government, inſtead of being vindicated, is undermin'd and ſub- 
verted by their Inſinuations; for what Perſon can be ſo ignorant of the true Britiſb Conſti- 
tution, as not to know, that the Lords Spiritual are not One of the Three Eſtates, or not to 
know who are the Three Eſtates of the Kingdom, in whom the ſupreme Power of making 
and altering Laws is veſted? And, | 1 
As to the Hereditary Right, 7 
| The whole Force and Strength of theſe Writers ſuppoſed Pyeſcription ſubſiſts upon this 
preſumptive Poſition, that there was antiently, in the Commencement of this Government, [4 
ſome one King, who had in himſelf ſuch an Eſtate, or Property, or Inheritance in he z 
Crown and Government, as muſt of Neceſlity deſcend to his next Lineal Heirs, iſſuing from = 


of that firſt and orig prietor and Supreme Governor; and that this Poſition 
is proved, or may be proved, by antient Pyeſcription (i. e. by a conſtant and peaceable 
Uſage down to this Time). 85 : 
But when the Author came to exhibit his Pꝛoofg of that Nꝛeſcription, he could not 
name one antient King that firſt acceded to the Crown by Hereditary Deſcent from his Pre- 5 
deceſſors; for the moſt antient he names, are Edward the Confeſſor, William the Conqueror, 4 

HMilliam Rufus, Henry I. King Stephen, Henry II. King Jobn, and Henry III. but not one E 
of thoſe his eight firſt Kings did at firſt accede to the Crown by Hereditary Right, or Lineal 3 
Deſcent, but ſucceeded thereto by other Titles; and after them the Lineal Hereditary 
Deſcent was, before the Revolution in 1688, interrupred in the Six Perſons of * HB) 
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And in Purſuit of this End, this Writer hat 


ceſſors, who had none themſelves? 


Edward III. Henry IV. Henry V. Henry VI. Edward IV. and Henry VII. So that theſe 


Fourteen Inſtances, being more numerous than the Succeſſions that took Place by Hereditary 
Deſcent from their next Predeceſſors, totally diſpꝛoved this Writer's 


ſuppoſed ꝛe- 
_ ſcription. * 


This Diſproof therefore drove the Writer of this Book to the Neceſſity of aiding and ſup- 
porting the Titles of thoſe eight firſt Kings with Teſtamentary Donations, Cefſions of next 
Heirs, and ſuch- like Remed ies; which makes his preſumptive Commencement of his origi- 
nal Hereditary Right inconſiſtent, and even Felo de Se; for if thoſe eight firſt Kings did at 
firſt accede to the Crown by thoſe ſuppoſed Titles, then they did not ſucceed thereto by 
Hereditary Right or Deſcenr. MES 5 

As to thoſe Kings who did accede to the Crown by Deſcent, from their next Predeceſſors; 
it is apparent they ſucceeded to the Poſſeſſion of the Government, as Heirs by Lineal 
Deſcent, from their next immediate Predeceſſors; but it can never be ſaid they ſucceeded by 
Hereditary Right; for how could they derive an Hereditary Right from their next Prede- 

This Author affirmed, That the Parliaments of King Edward IV. (whom he will have to 
be a King de Jure) did not own the Legiſlative Authority of his Predeceſſors the Three 
Henries IV. V. and VI. And being then asked, How then came the Two Eſtates of Lords 
and Commons to oppole and defeat the Motions made in Parliament That the publick 
Acts of Parliament, paſſed in the Times of thoſe Three Henries, ſhould be confirmed or 


diſparaged by a Confirmation; and for that Reaſon thoſe Laws were not confirmed, and yet 
continued in full Force? This Author, with the magiſterial Air of a Great Writer, ſays, 


This was a Queſtion he was not bound to anſwer 3 which infers a Conceſſion, that if he had 


given the true Anſwer, as it is given in the Britannic Conſtitution, it would have tumbled 
down all his Compoſure. 


9s to Inſincerity, 
This Author was notoriouſly culpable, not only for impoſing on the World a Conſtitution 


which he knew to be untrue, but for his wiltul concealing and omitting to repreſent to his 
Readers the Nature of the Kingly Office, or the Truſts repoſed in our Supreme Governors, 


or the Forms of Law incumbent to be obſerved in their Adminiſtration, or to ſtate the 


Hereditary Rights and Privileges of the People, veſted in their Repreſentatives, the Two 
Eftates of Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled ; all which are not only material 


but eſſential Parts of the Britannic Conſtitution, and therefore ought in ſuch an Undertaking 


to have been fairly ſtated and demonſtrated. 5 | 1 

For if theſe Authors had honeſtly repreſented thoſe Matters, their Readers might have 
framed in their Minds uſt Ideas of the Breaches of theſe Conſtitutions. and of the Juſtice or 
Injuſtice of thoſe antient, numerous, and bloody Wars and Struggles, that became neceſſary 
to reſcue and vindicate the Fundamental Parts of this Form of Government. 

But it happen' d, (as it often does) this Writer's Eye being fix*d attentively on one Object, 
all other Objects were therefore either not ſeen at all, or not regarded; and having his own 
Syſtem directly in his Eye, he obſerved what was (as he thought) fit for his Purpoſe, and 


what was not, he overlook' d; for the Materials he collected he rounded, and ſmoothed, 


and ſhap'd them by his own Gloſſes, to perſuade his Readers, That 2 Endeavours to ſubvert 
the Fundamental Form of Government, 10 Violation of the Laws, nor Deprivation of the 
People's Hereditary Rights and Liberties, nor the tyrannical Exerciſe of Government, could 
be a ſufficient Cauſe or Evidence of an Abdication, or of a Vacancy of the Throne; and from 
thence to aſſert and conclude, That the Proceeding of the Two Eſtates of Lords and Com- 


mons, at the Revolution in 1688. was not lawful, nor King William III. lawfully placed in 
the Throne and Government, and conſequently, that although King James II. had miſgo- 
vern'd, and vacated the Throne, and wichdrawn himſelf out of the Kingdom, whereby the 


People could have no Government, nor no Protection, yet Allegiance to him, as King, 
ſtil] continued. 229851 2 . e eee 
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h beſtow'd many Pages in deſcribing the 
Acceſſion of King Fames I. to the Crown of England, and rely'd much upon the violent 


Expreſſions of the Statute recognizing his Title, whereby the Two Houſes of Lords and 


Commons acknowledg*d, That his Right to the Crown was by inherent Birth- right, as ſole 
Heir of the Blood Royal; and that therefore they obliged themſelves, their Heirs and 
Fonte de for ever, to ſubmit to and obey that King, and his Royal Progeny and Poſterity 
or ever. | | | 

And thereupon this Writer hath rejoiced greatly in thoſe ample Declarations, and hath 
affirm'd, That the Words are comprehenſive 3 that the Two Houſes of Lords and Commons 
could not bind themſelves more ſtrongly to that King, their Heirs to his Heirs, their Poſte- 
rity to his Poſterity for ever, than they did by that Recognition; that they made the Here- 


ditary 


12 % Et NP T- 
ditary Right, and the Obligation of the Subjects to it, 


| as far as they were able, immutab! 
and eternal; and that the Right to the Crown was to d : abie 


eſcend, by that Law, to that Kino? 
Heirs for ever : And therefore he concludes, that this Act of "Be Aron made an Dag 
Contract wich this firſt King of the Royal Line of the Stuarts, and with hi 


Poſteri 
this ſingle Reaſon, becauſe that Parliament repreſented the whole Body of the "A gt Bog 


| Nation, i 
therefore oblige the whole People, and their Heirs for ever, to the Heirs of this King 2 
ever. 


This Writer was miſerably miſtaken in the Nature of a Contract; for a Contra? doth natu- 
rally import ſomething to be reciprocally done by each of the contracting Parties, to or for 
the other of them; but here is nothing ſtipulated by this Act to be done on the Part of the 
Heirs of this King, and therefore this Act imported no more than a voluntary Declara- 
tion and Promiſe on one Part, without any thing to be done or contracted to be done 
on the other: But the plain and genuine Meaning of that Recognition was, and could be 


no other, than that ſuch Heirs of this King as ſhould make the Conſtitution the Rule of 
their Government, ſhould be, and they on] 


8 n a y ſhould be, the Ob jecis intitled to the Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience here promiſed. | 


This Writer hath alſo taken much Pains to expoſe the laſt Will and Teſtament of King 
Henry VIII. whereby he diſinherited (as far as he could) the elder Houſe of Stuarts, 
deſcended from his eldeſt Siſter Margaret the Queen of Scots, and entail'd the Crown ſucceſ- 

| ſively on his Two Nieces Frances and Eleanor, the Daughters of his Second Siſter Mary the 

French Queen, by her Second Husband Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, in Remainder, 

and to be next in Succeſſion, after Failure of the Iſſue of his own Three Children, King 
Edward VI. and the Queens Mary and Elizabeth : Which Will and Teſtamentary Diſpo- 
ſition of the Crown was made by King Henry VIII. by Pretext and Colour of an Act of 
Parliament in that Behalf made to enable him ſo to do: But theſe Labours of the Author 
were (as he acknowledges) undertaken for no other Reaſon, and with no other View, than 
to introduce this ſpecious and untrue Obſervation, That all the Parliamentary Settlements 
of the Succeſſion to the Crown were, in Law, void, and had proved ineffectual, foraſmuch 
as King James I. did, as Heir by Hereditary Right and Lineal Deſcent, ſucceed in Peace 
and Quietneſs to the Crown of England, in direct Oppoſition ro the younger Houſe of 
Suffolk, on which King Henry VIII. had by his Will ſettled the Succeſſiun; and upon that 
1 this Writer raiſed Arguments which had in them great Oſtentation, but no 
r % 35 
Bui this Writer was too partial to his own Performance ; for the Statute of the 28th of 
Henry VIII. Cap. 7. which delegated over to King Henry VIII. a Legiſlative Power to diſ- 
poſe of the Succeſſion to the Crown and Government as he thought fir, was always looked 
upon as a Breach of the Conſtitution, which was the true Reaſon why that Teſtamentary 
Settlement was deemed invalid, and, as ſuch, was diſregarded : But now it is evident, 
even to thoſe learned and judicious Writers, That the Succeſſion to this Crown and Govern- 
ment, limited to the Heirs in the Proteſtant Line by Act of Parliament, hath not only hap- 
pily taken Place in Peace and Quietneſs, in Direct Dppoſition to the fictitious Notions of 
theſe Hereditary Mriters, but is as ſtrongly fixed as the Britannic Conſtitution itſelf is fixed, 
and is to have. a Continuance parallel with it; and that it is not doubted but chat that 
Duration will reach to the End of Time. Me IRS : 
However, notwithſtanding the Inconſiſtencies heaped together by this Author, his Book 
of Hereditary Right hath been idoliz'd, as a precious Magazine of this Sort of Learning, 
and as ſuch it is found ſumptuouſly bound up and placed amongſt the moſt valuable Books 
in the Libraries of many Gentlemen; which is a ſtrong Evidence, that theſe Debates and 
Controverſies have been, and yet are, by thoſe Labours, nurſed and increaſed. bY 
5. As to the Contrariety of Mens Opinions touching the State Conſtitution, ariſing 
from the artful and blemiſhing Account that is given of the National Proceedings before, 
and at, and after the Revolution in the Year 1688. by the Writer of the Two Hiſtories, 
the one called The Hiſtory of England, and the other The Hiſtory of the Revolution; the for- : 
mer printed in the Year 1720. and dedicated to his Majeſty King George I. and the latter 

— Printed in the Tear 1725. being a Time when it was publickly known the Pretenders 

Emiſſaries were ſoliciting his Cauſe in ſeveral Courts of Europe : X | | 

This Hiſtorian, ſubſequent to all the former Batteries of the Conſtitution, and with full 
Notice of them, hath contributed his Aſſiſtance, and liberally illuſtrated the Sentiments of 
the High Party of the, Church of England, and particularly their ſecret Recoilings and Diſ- 
paragements of thoſe Proceedings, and conſequently of the Actors of them, and moſt 
eſpecially of thoſe Rights which are derived from thoſe Proceedings. —— ml 

For in his Hiſtory of England, Page 1135. he, in a pompouy Train of Words, touching 
the Proceedings at that critical Juncture, hath aſſerted, (not by way of Hypotheſis, but 
poſitively) That although King James II's Power was at an End in England, when he finally 
departed from that Kingdom, yer his Title (i. e. his Right to govern and command) 5 
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Right of the King. 
© The Hiſtorian calls theſe Laws a ſettled Conſtitution, 


Na 


Ir U P. PLR ME NM T. 13 
ill in Being, and fo continu'd till it was formally determin'd by the Powers of the Nation, 
and by the ſolemn placing in the Throne the Prince and Princeſs of Orange ; which Space 
of Time, wherein King Fames's Title (according to this Hiſtorian) continu'd in Bein R 
extended from the 11th of December till the 13th of February 1688, being Nine Weeks, 

Aud yet the Reverend Hiſtorian, juſt before thoſe Words, ſays, that Space of Time was 
an actual and real zer-regnum, (i. e. a real Defect or V acancy of Government, or a 
Time when there was no Government ar all in Being 


as ) a Thing altogether unknown (as he 
pretends) ro the Engliſh Nation, and eſtabliſſod Conſlilution But how this Inter-regnum, or 
real Vacancy, could be, if King James's Title did, after his final Departure, continue n Being, 


| p f ö 8 

(i, e. That he continued King or Governor during all thoſe Nine Weeks) 1 Man beſides 
himſelf can demonſtrate or reconcile, without aſſerting, That an actual and real Vacancy of 
Government, or not governing at all, and a Right to govern, are of one Hence, and can 


coexiſt together, as one Being; which is the ſame monſtrous Contradiction, as to ſay, that 
Nothing and Something are the ſame Being. 


n theſe Aﬀertions the Hiſtorian hath contradicted, not only the Reſolution and Judgment 


bf the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons, in the Abdication Vote, declaring, That there 


wasa Vacancy of the Throne, and no Government in Being, but alſo the very expreſs Words 


of the Statute of 1 Will. & Mar. Cap. 4. the Authority whereof might have reſtrain'd this 


This Hiſtorian's overweening Confidence appears perſpicuous, in his aſſerting, That the 
Inter-regnum, or Vacancy of Government for Nine Weeks, was altogether Unknown to 
the Engliſb Nation, and io the eſtabliſb'd Conſtitution; which infers, as it he enough knew the 
Conſtitution, and the Eſtabliſhment of it. And yet, 

As to the Words unknown 90 the Engliſb Nation; it is evident the ſame are grolly untrue, 
in regard it is well known, (and the Hiſtorian knew) that there was an Inter-regnum between 


Hiſtorian (who knew all this) from uſing that Preſumption. 


the Death of William the Conqueror, and the placing of his Second Son William Rufus in the 


Throne; and between his Death, and the placing in the Throne Henry I. and between his 
Death, and the placing King Stephen in the Throne; and between the Death of Kin 


Ho . 85 
Richard I. and the placing in the Throne King John; and in the Caſes of the Abdications 


made by the Kings Edward II. Richard II. and Henry VI. before their reſpective Succeſſors 
were placed in the Government: For in the Three laſt Caſes there could not be Two Rights 
ſubſſting, viz. a Right to command, and a Right to diſobey, at one and the ſame time. 

And as to the Words unknown to the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution, it may be pregnantly 
collected from his Hiſtory, that, notwithſtanding his Aſſumption to know the eftablif4 
Conſtitution, he is a Stranger to the Nature and Terms of it; for this Hiſtorian, when he 
wrote the Hiſtory of the Revolution in the Year 1688. printed in Octavo, was aptly led to 
take a View of the Conſtitution, and of the whole Compaſs of it: And yet in the Hiſtory 
of England he relates, That at the Reſtoration in 1660. the Conſtitution was miſcrably 
broken and diſtorted 3 and that therefore the then Parliament, which he calls a Healing and 
Bleed Parliament, (and at firſt a noble Aſſembly) apply*d themſelves to repair its ſhatter'd 


and conſumptive Condition; and for that End they in ſeveral Seſſions deliberately and conſi- 


derately deviſed and made Six ſeveral Statutes, whereby they declared, That both, or 


either Houſes of Parliament, have not any coercive Power over the Perſons of the Kings of 
this Realm, nor may take up Arms, nor raiſe or levy War, upon any Pretence whatſoever, 


(although it be to defend themſelves) againſt the King, and eſpecially that they may not 
take up Arms by the King's Authority againſt his Perſon, and againſt thoſe commiſſion'd by 
him; and that the ſole Power, Command, and Diſpeſition of the Militia, is, and ever was, the 


and ſtrengthening Ads, contrived 
for the Security of the Crown ; and that they were made with the moſt pacifick Intention, 
and were of ſingular Benefit to the publick Quiet. „ 


* 


In Anſwer to which it muſt be own'd, That more ſtrong and comprehenſive Words, 10 
/ubvert the original Form of Government, 10 deſtroy the old Magna Charta, to part with the 
National Freedom, and 10 corrupt and mortify the Body Politick, could not be deviſed or 
iramed in ſo ſmall a Compaſs, by Enemies of the Conſtitution in this Kingdom. 

For the King was left free o make Wa 


and the Militia to make War, upon his own People; but the People were pinion'd down 
from defending themſelves by Arms or War, againſt ſuch an offenſive War made by ſuch a 
warring King, or thoſe commiſſion'd by him; which, by a neceſſary Implication, maim'd 
the Fundamental Conſtitution, and laid a free People at the Mercy of the Crown 3: for no 
Man can be ſaid to have Liberties or Properties, that may not defend them, and himſelf from 

being deprived of them. | | 

_ Tf that Parliament had advanced one Step further, and enacted, That the King, like the 
Grand Seignor, ſhould be Heir to the Lands and Goods of every Man at his Death, they 
had finiſh'd that Mabometan Scheme which they commenced. 


E The 


14 SUPPLEMENT 
The Hiſtorian (with great Truth) writes, That by this new Co 1. i 
the Minds of the People, and eſpecially of the Clergy, e 8 8 95 Soverne 
from thoſe Poſitions the Cletgy eſpouſed, and vehemently preached and I; xd; for 
expreſs Words of theſe poſitive Acts of and © aaa ur ged. That the 
pre of theſe poſi Parliament, and of the Church Homil 
undeniably true; and that the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience without Reſerve, 8 
mited Non - reſiſtance, were therefore equally trus; for thoſe Acts or Homilies har a unli- 
and admitted of no Exceptions: But thoſe undiſtinguiſhing Preachers were either 1 Fae, 
rant, or very inſincere; for if they did not know, that this Manner of Preachin 9 
Effect to tell their Hearers, that none of them had either Freebo!ds, Liberties. or Pes NN 
they were very ignorant, becauſe no Man can have a Freehold, Liberty, or Propert an 
other Man may, at his Will or Pleaſure, deprive him of them: And if they mk ae? 
enough to know that Conſequence, thoſe Preachers were very in/incere, in Land Hong x d 
not een 1 mm » their Congregations. COT ® ag 
But when the People found, that thoſe Arms and Powers which the Parliament // 
Healing and Bleſſed Parliament) had difclaimed and parted with, were er 
againſt themſelves, they inquired into the Authorities of that Houſe of Commons, which 
had pinion'd and enflav'd their Electors, and made Diſtinctions, and put exe t Caſes: 
They inſiſted, that by the true Conſtruction of thoſe Acts of Parliament, the O ligations 
ought to be reciprocal ; (to wit) that as both or either Houſes of Parliament, had not any 
coercive Power over the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm; /o neither had the King 00 | 
coercive Power over both or either Houſes of Parliament: And alfo hat as both ot NE 
— Houſes of Parliament could not, nor ought to take up Arms, or raiſe or levy War againſt 
the King, or thoſe commiſſion'd by him; /o neither could or ought the King to 8 u 
Arms, or to raiſe or levy War againſt both or either Houſes of Parliament; which is the 
plain Senſe of the Act of Oblivion: And the People alfo argued, That the keeping on Foot 
ſtanding Forces, without the Conſent of Parliament, was a taking up Arms, and levying War, 
againſt the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons, becauſe ſuch fanding Forces (as were 
encamped ot: Hounſlow Heath) had a Power over the unarm*d Lords and Commons; againſt 
which Force they had nothing to oppoſe : And many other Caſes were put and ſuppoſed 
which engaged the People in endleſs Diſputes, not yet decided; neither is the Hi lan's 
own Opinion (as can be perceived) yet fixed or fettled, 1 5 
The Hiſtorian, being a Clergyman, hath, in the very exempt Caſe he put, where a Man may 
(as he admits) take up Arms againſt thoſe commiſſion'd by the King, Alco ver- d his erreneous 
Notions of the Britannie Conſtitution; for he writes, that the People in theſe Diſputes pro- 
pos'd a remarkable Inſtance, (viz.) If on a Suit of Law with a great Favourite, a Perſon 
recovers his Right to a Houſe and Lands, and by a Courſe of Law be put into Poſſeſſion 
by the Sheriff, and afterwards the Favourite obtain an Order for ſome Soldiers of the ſtand- 
ing Army to retake the Poſſeſſion, and deliver it back; in ſuch Caſe the Man in Poſſeſſion 
may juſtify the Defence of himſelf, by killing thoſe who forcibly endeavour to enter his 
Houſe: Here the Party, whofe Houle is invaded, takes up Arms (as the Hiſtorian writes) by 
the King's dun Authority, againſt thoſe commiſfion'd by him. In like manner, if the Sol- 
diers had been commiſfion'd to defend the Houſe againſt the Sheriff, and his Poſſe of the 
County, when he went to take and deliver Pofſeſſion to the Perſon who had recover'd his 
Right, #s Commiſion of the King's could put a Stop to the Sheriff, who had in this Caſe 
the King's Authority in raiſing the Poſſe of the County to put the Law in Execution. 

Here the Hiſtorian miſtakes both the Conftitution, and the true Senſe of the Word Autho- 
rity; for whenever a Man derives Authority from the King only, his Majeſty may counter- 
mand and controul that Authority; but the Authority which a Man hath to defend his law- 
ful Poſſeſſion of his Houſe, is given him (not by the King, but) by the Conſtitution, and the 
Law of the Land, which hath no Controuler: So the Authority of the Sheriff to raiſe the 
Poſſe is given (not by the King, but) by the Conſtitution; for although the Writ of Execu- 
tian was in the King's Name, yet the King doth not make, but execute the Law: Neither 
can the King controul the Command given by the Writ, becauſe the real and authoritative 
Command is derived from the Law in the Name of the King, and to countermand that 

Command, would be to deny Juſtice, and to annihilate the Government. Therefore when 8 
| the King commiſſions. a Man to break the Law, or to controul the Law, or to do a thing 
TD. Apparently unlawful, the Commiſion is null and void, and the Commiſſioner may, by Autbo. 
© rity of the Law, be reſiſted 3 which proves that the Hiſtorian who wrote ſo familiarly of the 5 
Conſtitution, was very much unacquainted with it. 5 
In this Place it may be with Modeſty aſſerted, That the true Deſign of making thoſe Six 

Acts of Parliament, ſoon after the Reſtoration, was to brighten the Character of King 

Charles I. and to raiſe and create a venerable Opinion of his Perſon and Government, and 

to blacken the leading Men in the Parliament of 1640. and their Proceedings, as Diſturbers 

of that King's good Government: But this Deſign met with Two Difficulties. 


e 
. 


Firſt, 


I „ 1 5 
| Ny, It ſtood acknowledp'd by the Admiſſions of that King himſelf, that he very well 
bw, and underſtood, and even defin'd, the true Fundamental Form of the Conſtitution and 
Government; and that he had nevertheleſs, before that Parliament, departed from the 
known Laws, to an arbitrary Power z and that the People had borne great Preſſures and 
Suffering, by bim, during the long Intermiſſions of Parliaments; to which may be added, 
That the Writer of the Book, call'd The Hereditary Right, poſitively afſerted, that his 
Majeſty did nothing of that Nature (meaning making his ſaid Admiſſions) without the 
Advice and Conſent of his Council, of which the Biſhops conſtantly made a weighty Part. 


Secondly, - The many excellent Laws for reſcuing the Conſtitution, and for reforming this 
King's erroneous Manner of Government, in the Caſes of Shi pmoney, the High Commiſſion 
Court, the Star Chamber, the Council Table, the Order of Knighthood, the Foreſts, the 
Stannaries, and the Clerk of the Market, which the Parliament of 1640. had obtained, and 
which ſtood in high Veneration, could never be expected to be repealed ; for if thoſe Laws 

had not been obtain'd, the People had continued in the ſame Predicament of Servitude, 
under Which they had a labout'd, and under which the People in the neighbouring 
Nations {till languifh ; and for thoſe Reaſons King Charles I. could not be directly com- 
m#1ded, neither could the Leaders in that Parliament of 1640. be directly diſcommended. It 
vas therefore neceſſary to frame thoſe Six Acts of Parliament, made after the Reſtoration, 
in ſuch artful Terms as to go between thoſe Two Extremes, and to couch the Meaning in 
obſeure and ambiguous Words, that the People might (if they pleaſed, and as the Clergy 
Aid) argue and infer, that King Charles I. who had been pleaſed to admit, that he had 
= departed from the known Laws to an arbitrary Power, was of all Governors the beft ; and 
tat that Parliament of 1640. which had redreſſed thoſe Grievances, and reſcued the Conſti- 
_ turion, were of all Subjects rhe wot. „ | 
Biit after ſorne time the People took into their Examination the Validity of thoſe Six Acts 
of Parliament; and in regard the ſame tended covertly to condemn the Invitation of the Scots, 
who, by Force of Arms, compelled the aſſembling the Parliament of 1640. and conſequently 


"4 to diſparage thoſe Acts of Reformation, and ſo by Degrees to enſlave the Nation; they 
OY inquir'd mto the Demeunour of their Repreſentatives, whom they had intruſted to act for the 


publick Intereſt; and thereupon they determin'd and reſolv'd, That they (the Elefors) had 
never given to thoſe their Repreſentatives in the Parliament of 1661. Authority to deviſe or 
conſent to ſuch Laws as would bring them into Servitude : And therefore thoſe their Repreſen- 
 fatives, in deviſing and conſenting to thoſe Acts of Parliament, had ated againſt the Inte- 
teſt of their Conſtituents, and exceeded their r a and had endeavour'd to extinguiſh 

and deliver up to the Ctown the People's ee ights and Privileges; and conſequently 

the Force of thoſe infidious Statutes having been Enacted De Fallo, & non de Jure, did in 
” 1688, like Extremes in Mechaniſm, die and diſappear : For the bet that can be ſaid of the 
= Pitliament of 1661. is what a great Lord (Holles) hath ſaid of them  (viz.) That they were 
it! a Delirium and Detage, and ſo continu'd till the Year 1672. when the French King cured | 
that Diſtemper by invading and almoſt conquering Holland. bs 
The People in 1688, argued, That the Obje# to which thoſe Statutes required ſuch a new 
Siott of Obedience, was a King who adminiſtered his Government, and protected his Sub- 
j ects, according to the Fundamental Form of Government; and not ſuch a King as Departen 
tom the known Laws, and made his Mill his Law, or govern'd by Foreign Laws: 

From all which it may be concluded, that the Parliaments, after the Reſtoration, inſtead of 
mending the Conftitution, marr'd it, and iuvolv'd the People in more Diſputations and Que- 

ftions about it, than were ever before moyed and debated : And yet notwithſtanding all 

theſe ſiniſter Strokes at the Juſtice of the Revolt in 1688. and at the Right of the Prote- 
fant Succeſſion, which is founded on the Fuftice of that Revolt; this Hiſtorian was pleaſed to 
dedicate that Work to' his Majefty King George I. whoſe Right it undermined. 

This Hiftorian, in his Hiſtory of the Revolution, printed in Octavo, Page 244. writes, 
That the depoſing Power (i. e. the Doctrine of a King's vacating, his Throne, when he inca- 
pacitates himſelf to govern) was fo odious, that none of the Biſhops (except thoſe of Lon. 
don and Byiſtol) could come into the Opinion of filling the Throne, infinuating, that an. arbi- 
rary Governme t muſt neceſſarily be perpetual, becauſe (according to him) the removing 
it was an odious Undertaking. 5 

This is an unfair Reflection, becauſe the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons had no 
| ited to exerciſe a depoſing nor a degrading Power; for King James had before, by his 
} own Acts, diſplaced himſelf, and vacated the Throne: The Lords and Commons there- 
2 fot, inthe Proceedings of 1668, exerciſed only a ſupplying Power, by declaring the Throne 
= | Vacant, and by reinflifuting the monarchical Eſtate to fill up that Vacancy, and by thoſe 
mueans to reſtore the antient Form of the monarchical Government. | 

He likewiſe, in Page 1148. of his Hiſtory of England, writes, That it appears from what 
Paſſed at the grand Conference between the Lords and Commons, about the Abdication 


| Vote. 
BW TOW 
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N — — 7 
— : 


16 F 
Vote, That the Opinion was almoſt univerſal, that King James had abdica forfei 
his own perſonal Right; but that the main Piftculey ole from a _ 9 
and probably from the Prince of Wales himſelf, about whoſe Title both Lords and Com — 
ſeem'd reſolv'd (as he ſays) not to have the leaſt Argument. 5 e 
Hie proceeds and writes, that ſeveral of the Lords, who were at firſt of the High Part 
and againſt the Vacancy, (to wit) the Four Dukes of Ormond, Southampton, Grafton _ 
Northumberland, went over to the other Party, (meaning the Low Party of the Church of 
England) inaſmuch that by thoſe means, the Party (as he calls them) for a new K; 
(meaning a Proteſtant Monarch) carried the Two Queſtions, about the Words Abdicated 
and Vacant, in the Affirmative; to which he added this deriding Concluſion, So that 
that Dote (carried according to him by a ſmall Majority of Lords, meanin : 
Lords) became the Baſis and Foundation on which the Grand Eſtabliſhment (meaning the Proce- 
{tant Succeſſion) was to ſtand ſure and firm to future Ages. : 
Theſe Inſinuations of an Hiſtorian fo celebrated (as is that Author) neceſſarily carry an 
| Njpett towards the Proteſtant Succeſſion, adverſe and injurious, becauſe they bear up and 
come as near to a Condemnation of thoſe Proceedings, and of the Acceſſion of the Prote- 


ſtant Line to the Crown, to be unlawful, as the Hiſtorian durſt approach; but his artful 
and polite Style is inſidious, becauſe every thing is ſo, that is untrue; for the Commons 


(who in Fact were the Low Party of the Church of England) were ſo far from being reſolved, 
not to have any Argument with the diſagreeing Lords about any Title of the Perſon, (whom 


the Hiſtorian might decently enough have called the ſuppoſed Prince of Wales) that they 
challenged the oppoſing Lords, and demanded to know of them, Whether any Perſon 

could, by any Law either Human or Divine, be Heir to King James II. whilſt he was 

living; and if Yea, who that Perſon was, that was at that Time King James's Heir in his 


Life-iime ? But thoſe Lords were not then able to anſwer that Queſtion, neither can the 
ſame be now anſwer'd; for the Prince of Orange, upon his Invaſion, did, in Right of his 
Wife, and at the Inſtance of the People of England, by his Declaration, requeſt King James 
to call and aſſemble a free Parliament, to the end the Right of Succeſſion might be inquired 


into and ſettled, which was the only fair Method that could be taken to try the Queſtions | 


about it, becauſe all the Matters of Fact were then recent, and all the Witneſſes living. 
But King James declined to abide a Parliamentary Inquiſition, or Trial, of the Reali 


olf the Birth of his pretended: Prince of Vales: His Majeſty was without Doubt conſcious, 
that that Matter would not bear the Light, neither could the Credit of his Witneſſes (the 


moſt of whom were 7talians) bear a ſtrict Examination, or gain any Belief ; and therefore 
King James refuſed to call a Parliament, deſerted the Controverſy, and withdrew himſelf 
out of his Kingdom ; by which he made his holding a Parliament impoſſible, neither could 


be have any Heir whilſt he was living. Theſe Acts of King James therefore amounted to a 


\ Diſclaimer, or to a Nonſuit, which in Law is the giving a Verdict againſt himſelf, and his 


own conſenting, that the Nation ſhould provide for themſelves a new King; and yet this 
Hiſtorian hath endeavour'd to revive and keep alive this Queſtion, notwithſtanding the 


ſame was, by King James himſelf, ſo formally given up and relinquiſhed, 


Suitable to what this Hiſtorian hath written in his grand Hiſtory of England, he hath alſo 


written in the Concluſion of his Hiſtory of the Revolution, and the Eſtabliſhment of England in 
the Tear 1688. printed in Oftavo which is in theſe Words: F 


After the publick Reading of the Declaration of Rights, the Marguis of Halifax, Speaker of 


| the Houſe of Lords, in the Preſence of the Commons, who attended with their Speaker, made a 


folemn Tender of {he Crown 70 their Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, m the. 


Name of both Houſes, the Repreſentative of the Nation. 


| Whereupon the Prince of Orange return'd this following Anſwer z My Lords and Gen. 
tlemen, This is certainly the greateſt Proof of the Truſt you have in us, that can be given, which 
is the thing which makes us value it the more, and we thankfully accept what you have offered; 
and as I had no other Intention in coming hither, than 1o preſerve your Religion, Laws, and 


| Liberties ; ſo you may be ſure, that T ſhall endeavour to ſupport them, and ſhall be willing to con- E { 
aur in any thing that ſhall be for the Good of the Kingdom, and to do all that is in my Power, io * 


advance the Welfare and Glory of the Nation. 


Upon the Concluſion of this auguſt Ceremony, the Acclamations of the People in the 
Banquetting-houſe were immediately refounded by the Multitudes without, and nothing 

but Joy and Rapture appear'd in the Streets : A ſolemn Proclamation (which for this Pur- 
| poſe had paſſed both Houſes in Form) was preſently produced, ſo remarkable, that it can- 
not here be totally omitted, beginning thus: 


whereas 
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England, France, and Ireland, with all 


Motions. 


quit his Title and Government: But this was Matter for the followi 
Hiſtorian promiſes he will undertake in due Time. 
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whereas it bas pleaſed Almighty God, in his great Mercy to this Kingdom, to vouchſafe us a. 
miraculous Deltverance from Popery and Arbitrary Power; and that our Preſervation is due, 
next under God, to the Reſolution and Conduct of his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, whom Goa 
bath choſen 10 be the glorious Inſtrument of ſuch an ineſtimable Happineſs to us, and our Poſte- 
rity ; and being ſenſible, and fully perſuaded, of the: great and eminent Virtue of ber Highneſs the 
Princeſs of Orange, whoſe Zeal for the Proteſtant. Religion will, no doubt, bring a Bleſſing along 
with her, upon this Nation: And whereas the Lords and Commons now aſſembled at Weſt- 
minſter, have made a Declaration, ,and preſented the ſame to the ſaid Prince and Princeſs 
of Orange, and therein deſired them to accept the Crown, who have accepted the ſame accord- 
ingly ; We therefore, &c. do with full Conſent, publiſh and proclaim, according to the ſaid 
Declaration, William and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 10 be King and Queen of 
tbe Dominions and Territozies hereunto belong- 
ing, &cc. ate qa aan ns 
This was ſolemnly publiſh'd, with a Grand and Noble Attendance, in all the uſuat 
Places; and all the whole City and Suburbs were fill'd with ſuch Overflowings of Exulta- 
tion, as totally drowned all the little Diſcontents and Murmurings (meaning of the High 
Party) that had begun to ſhew themſelves, upon this ſurpriſing Change and Settlement. | 
And thus, within the Compaſs of half a Year, with very little Bloodſhed, and no Con- 


vulſion in the Nation, was finiſh'd and completed the ſtupendous Revolution. and ſuc- 


cerding Eſtabliſhment, both of the higheſt Conſequence and Importance not only to the 
Britiſh Dominions, but the nobleſt Parts of the Weſtern World. | 1 


And here we have open'd a large Field for Reflections and Obſervations, as well as 


Con- 
jectures and Imaginations, a Change ſo mighty and ſudden at that Time, and ſince then ſo 


effectual and permanent, may be only a Matter of Wonder to theſe Times, but more like 


| a Romance to After- ages; for taking it with all its Circumſtances, the whole Turn is with- 


out Pꝛecedent or Compariſon 3 which has occaſion'd ſo many different Apprehenſions 


as to the ſeveral Parts of it, and has made it ſg hard for many (meaning the High Parti 


| . | 4 
of the Church of England Men) to do Juſtice to the Subject Matter of the Revo- 
Jution. . . | | . | . 

But before 


we diſmiſs it, it may fitly be remembered, That the foremention'd Impedi- 
ments, ariſing from Laws and Opinions, (meaning the foremention'd Six new Acts and 
Doctrines) though for a while imperceivable, proved a great Damage to this vaſt Machine, 


which, though admirably put together, and dextrouſly ſet in Motion, conſiſted of ſuch 


jarring and unequal Parts, that it was in Danger of falling in Pieces, ſoon after it had 
perform'd its great Work; therefore for its Safety and Preſervation it was neceſſary to have 
the Hands of a moſt perfect Artificer, and the Eyes of a moſt vigilant Obſerver, of all its 


And ſuch a one it happily met with in the Perſon of King William, whoſe invincible Cou- 


rage, and unwearied Patience, ſecured it againſt ſuch imminent Difficulties, as would have 


intimidated and diſheartened any Man that was leſs a Hero than himſelf ; ſo that when he 


accepted the Crown of England, he entered upon an Undertaking, not only the moſt 


intricate and Ungrateful, but the moſt painful and laborious, that ever any Prince did. 


Therefore it is no wonder to find him ſo often totling and working, ſtruggling and con- 
tending, againſt unforeſeen Hardſhips and Obſtructions, and more than once reſolving to 


ng Reign, which the 


— 


And I will venture (ſays the Hiſtorian) to conclude all with this very probable and free 
Aſertion, that if England had been govern'd at that Time, by any other Popiſh Prince 


and Miniſtry, it would have met with no Deliverance at all; and if that Deliverance 
had been wrought by any other Perſon than he 


that did effect it, the Benefit had never 
been of any ſettled or laſting Duration. | | FL 


* E . Fiom this Concluſion of that Book may be made theſe Obſervations; viz. | 


1. That when the Marquis of Halifax, Speaker of the Houſe of Lords, made a ſolemn 
Tender of the Crown (i. e. of the Government) to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 


in the Name of both Houſes, the Repreſentative of the Nation, they eminently executed 


their Fundamental Authority, reſerv'd in that Caſe by the original Conſtitution, and re-actel 
the ſame thing as their Anceſtors had oftentimes in the like Caſe done before, as appears in 
the Britannic Conſtitution ; and therefore this Hiſtorian's Allegation, that the Revolution was 
without Pꝛecedent or Compariſon, is «ery untrue ; and his affirming in general, That 
Want of a Precedent or Compariſon had occaſion'd ſo many different Apprehenſions as to 
the ſeveral Parts of it, and had made it ſo obſcure and hard for many to do Juſtice to the 
Subject Matter of it, has left it totally ambiguous, Whether that Juſtice (in his Meaning) 
| 8 Þ . 
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is to juſtify or condemn the material Parts of the Revolution, and a 1 
ment, and the Means by which it was compaſſed and effected. of the preſent Eſtabliſh · 


2. That if the Hiſtorian's Aſſertion would EY IO] 105 in all Probabili 
viz. That if ws w_ 4* 3 88 Time, b 0 all Trobabil 
by King James II. and his Miniſtry, it would have met with no z 
that Cat: would have been true, then what Cenfures ought to be r : 
thoſe Clergy and Laity, who brought the Nation and the Proteſtant Religion ſo Propl Fad 
Precipice of Deſtruction, by oppoling and preventing the Popiſh Succefſor's Excluſion: 
3. That-wharſoever is above-written, concerning the High Party of the C "Wm 
laud Men, and their Averſions towards the Principles and FN ocebdings in Ko reg 705 2 
of the Revolution, and the Right of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, was founded, is Fay Lora 
juſtified by this Hiſtorian, and eſpecially by his Concluſion ; which ſhews how hard a Tax 4 
thoſe undergo, who make their Profeſſions jar with their Principles. 15 


ty it would 
y any other Popiſh Prince, 325 


4. That if King William was (as in Fact he was) found often zoiline, and frupplins an. 
contend:ug 2gainſt ynforeſeen Hardſhips and Obſtructions, he might eee i. . l. oo 
Account; for he divided himſelf fram thoſe Principles and Maxims of State, on which his 
Government was founded, and employ'd and truſted many of that Party to keep and defend 
his Crown, who zealouſly oppoſed the placing it on his Head; and at the ſame time caſt 
off, or at leaſt looked on, the other Party lukewarmly : However, this King, about 
Mic haelmas 170 1. when it was of the lateſt, reſumed his Royal Mind, changed bs Senti- 

ments, and declared in private to his Friends, that he would not bear for One Year more 


to. be. inſulced, as he had been the Year before, by one Party of Men, if it were to 5 


be King of Europe; and in order therefore to recover himſelf, he changed his Miniſters, 
and diſſolved the Parliament on the 12th of November 1701. and the People choſe a better : 
But King William lived not to enjoy thoſe better Times and Glories which enſued, and 


which may be called the Fruits of that neceſſary Alteration. 


be Inſncerity of ſuch Repreſentations, made by ſuch Writers, and the want of Uni- 
formity and Certainty of what are, and what are not, the Fundamental Parts of the Conſti- 
tution in the State, have nouriſnhꝰd in the People's Minds, and kept alive, Jarrings and 
Waverings, and ſubjected them to deviate into Errors, as was evident from the deep 
Impreſſions, which a certain Preacher's Imputations made in the Year 1710. upon the Mul- 


The Readers of thoſe Two Hiſtories, and other ſuch Writings, can receive from them no 5 


Impreſſions upon their Minds, but falſe Ideas of rebellious, difficult, and illegal Proceed- 
ings at the Revolution; which Ideas will always furniſh Materials (if not obviated) io cor- 
rode and ſhake the preſent Eſtabliſhment, even as its Root and Foundation. EE 
l e is evident, that from theſe untrue Repreſentations and Cauſes, have ſprung up and coa- 

tinued thoſe Mobs, Riots, and Huzza's in the Streets of London, which inferior Roman = 
Cathalicks have increaſed, and made daring and noiſy, even beyond Suppreſſion, but by the 


Execution of Five of them in Fleelſtreet, and which Diſorders are ſtill inſtigated by the 5 


Papiſts, and ſtill break out, and ſhew themſelves upon every Occaſion, whenever it is ima- 
gined, they may be committed with Impunity. 1 5 . 
From theſe Cauſes alſo proceed that Behaviour in the Pulpit, where moſt of the Clergy, 
when they fanſy they are at Liberty, decline praying for King George, and the Proteſtant 
| Royal Family; but inſtead of praying, bid the People to pray for them, which is a ſtrong 


Indication of a ſecret Diſaffection, or at leaſt of a Diſinclination, in ſuch as ſo demean them- Þ 5 


ſel ves. | £2508; | Te | 9 0 = | 

And therefore it cannot be ſurpriſing, if the Pretender, who aſpires to uſurp the Crown, 
ſhall, in his Applications and Addrefles to Foreign Potentates for Aſſiſtance, repreſent (as 
he may) theſe diſtemper'd and unquiet Notions, or rather ſtrong Delufions of this Party, as 


„ and even as an Invitation fe | 5 | 
lick Powers would aſſiſt him with Forces, to which this Part of the People might in their 
Madneſs reſort, and aſſiſt in overturning the preſent Settlement; and in that Caſe the 
Northern Hereſy (meaning the Proteſtant Religion) might (as he alleges) be by thoſe very 
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Hereticks themſelves extirpated, or at leaſt that One Part of them might be made inſtru- 


mental to ruin the other; and the rather ſince ſuch a Proceeding could not be more ſur- 
priſing, than! was that mad and ſudden Change, when they faced about, raiſed from the 
Ground, and comforted the Enemy, feparated and abandon'd their Friends and Allies, and 
treated Victories as the moſt conſuming Miſchiefs, which could be done this Nation, eſteem- 
ing it more happy to be, in Battle, overcome and vanquiſh'd, than to overcome our 
National Enemies: All which Reafoning may be fupported, by the Argument 1 Hom 

| imilituae 3 
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Similitude; for what the Madneſs of the People hath heretofore tranſacted, may be again 

reacted; to which may be added, That this High Party juſtly deſpair, they can ever be 

truſted with Power, to preſerve that Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, which they 
always oppoſed, until after they ſhall be converted. 

6. As to thoſe Diverſities of Opinions ſpringing up like Weeds, for want of imi- 


rating that Antient and Venerable 2ecedent, which ſuppreſſed all Diſputations, and 
reduced the People's diſagreeing Notions of Magna Charta to Uniformity ; 1 


® 


1 may be remember'd, that in the Thirteenth Century, (i. e. between the Year 1200, 


and 1300.) the Debates and Controverſies, touching the Conſtitution in the State, were infinite; 
| for in that Century the Conſtitution was, by the Two Magna Charta's of the Kings Jobn 
and Henry III. declared, and reduced to a tolerable Certainty : But thoſe Charters were not, 


without long Wars, and ſpilling much Blood, obtained and adjuſted ; for the People were 
then (as they now be) divided into Parties, which may be ranked under the modern Deno- 
minations of Whigs and Tories. | | 


The antient Tories were then, as ſome People now be, inclined to an abſolute monarchical 


Government, and therefore join'd with the Kings John and Henry III. in their Wars againſt 
the Barons, to aſſert and ſupport thoſe Kings in their arbitrary Proceedings, and to ener- 
vate the Conſtitution, and the Charters of Liberties; in which if they had ſucceeded, 


Liberty, or the Name of it, had not now exiſted in Britain: However, the National Free- 


dom and Liberties were, by the Diſaffection of this Party, oftentimes brought into Danger 
of being utterly ſubverted and eraſed. V 
The antient Whigs were then (as the Low Party now is) zealous in the Cauſe of Liberty, 


and united themſelves in diſturbing and oppoſing thoſe Kings arbitrary Meaſuresz and in fo 


doing, they procured, or rather compelled, a Declaration of the National Liberties and Privi- 
leges to be made by the Two Magna Charta's. e | 


But ſtill there continued, amongſt the People, great Diſcords and Debates about the Con- 


ſtitution and Legality of thoſe Charters. 3 TO 
The old Tory Party of the People, in that Century, treated the Two Charters of Liber- 


ties with Diſparagements, by vilifying the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons, and 


objecting, that King Fobn's Magna Charta was, by the old Whig Barons, and the Com- 
mons who adhered to them, forcibly ęxtoꝛted; and that King Henry III's Magna Charta 


was firſt obtained in his Monage, and atterwards defended and vindicated by Arms and 


Violence; and that for thoſe Reaſons thoſe Charters were tinctured with Rebellion, and were 
therefore of no Validity: And accordingly thoſe ot Whig Barons, and their Adherents, 
have been, in moſt of our antient and modern Hiſtories, repreſented, as a !arbulent and 
rebellious People, and their Proceedings as factious, ſeditious, and unwarrantable. 

The old Whig Party in that Century argued, that theſe Charters were Acts of Parliament, 


and that the Liberties and Privileges declared in them, were not new Conce/jions, but were 


their antient, original, and hereditary Birthrights, deſcended to them from their Anceſtors ; 


and to prove the ſame, they were ready to ſupport, and (when all other Means failed) did 


ſupport, thoſe Arguments with Arms. . ES Dn : 
Theſe violent Debates between the Two Parties continued, and fill'd the Nation in that 


Century, with great Diſturbances, inſomuch that, in order to cure that Diſtemper, and to 
ſilence all Contentions about the Charters of Liberties, an Act of Parliament was, in the 
25th Year of King Edward I. paſſed, whereby it was, in Chapters 1. and 4. of that Statute, 


declared, That King Henry II's Magna Charta was made by the Common Afﬀent of all 


the Realm; and for that Reaſon it was Enacted, that that Magna Charta ſhould be kept in 
every Point, as the common Law of the Land, and that the Biſhops ſhould Excommunicate all 


ſuch Perſons as ſhould by Word, Deed, Aid, or Council, break or endeavour to break or undo 


it; which was in thoſe Times eſteemed a terrible Puniſhment, and fhews that the Parliament 
then aimed at Uniformity, and deemed ſuch to be Enemies to God, and unfit for good Mens 
5 Co .. 5 8 2 | , 2 ; | - 5 of : ; : 1 


. thoſe Times obliged to recognize Magna Charta, and to take Oaths to obſerve every Point of it, 


ing what are, and what are not, the Fundamental Parts of the State Conſtitution ; and there- 


This antient Mꝛetedent, made above 420 Years ago, proves the Uniformity now pro- 
poſed to be no Innovation ; but that the like Diſtempers which in old Times troubled the 


* 


Nation, have been cured by the like Remedy, as is now ſuggeſted. 


7. As to the Inſufficiency of thoſe Securities which have been, as yet provided, to pre- 
ſerve the State Conſtitution : | | | 


The/e Diſcords and Confuſions are the Fruits of the Diver/ity of Mens Opinions, touch- 


fore 


Queen Anne, and King George the Firſt, were ſucceſſively rigbiſul and 


by Imp lication, aſſerted to be legal; yet theſe Oaths, 
Principles, have taken, and made no Scruple to take, the A 


nion, made no Scruple to diſown and a 


_ Party have treated the Lo with the odious Reflections of actual Rebellion, &c, for invitin 


| | | « « 8 IS A ; 
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fore upon a View taken of thoſe Securities, hien have beer provided ſor pre 610 | 8 
Conſtitution,” there will appear many Deficienei ess. Bt m 
For although the Abjuration Oath, which the Minifters of State, at that time lege 0 
be a ſovereign Remedy, contained Words general and expreſſive, (viz. ) that Ki ng W; lam, 


1 


T2 2 and lawful Ki 
Queen, and that the Pretender (meaning the Perſon who ut Kings and 


| | endeavglafs to uſurp the. C 
had no Right or Title whereby the Revolution and the preſent Eſtabliſhment * prima 2 


ing general, have proved but 4 
der Security; for a famous Preacher, and many others, both Clergy at 1 75 7 bis 
bjuration Oath; but having ſatiſ- 
0 Doctor, and others of his Opi- 
nion 5 ö raign thoſe. Fundamental Parts of the Conſtitution in 
the State, which authorized the Inpbitation and Solicitation of the Prince of Orange, and 


do juſtify the Revolution, and ſupport the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and accordingly this Party 
ſarcaſtica/ly (though juſtly) give up to the other, the whole Honour of bringing about that 
Revolution, and Reformation in Government, and juſtly forbear to claim any Part of the 
Merit, in compaſſing that grand Deltverance, 5 f 
And each; Party ha ve treated the other with Aſperity: The Low Party have charged the 


fied themſelves with ſome occult Sales, that celebrated 


other with rebellious Principles, in ſetting the Church Authority above the Crown, and in 


denying the Juſtice and Legality of the People's Reſiſtance at the Revolution; and the High 


and ſoliciting the Prince of Orange, and uſing thoſe forcible Means, againſt King James 11 | 


arbitrary Government, which diſturbed his new-aſſumed Powers, and purſued and drove 
them out of the Kingdom; and have often aſſerted, That the Two Eſtates of Lords and 


Commons, aſſembled in the Convention of 1688. were Aſſemblies de Facto, & non de Jure 
And that although thoſe Aſemblies took upon them to vote and reſolve, and did vote and 
reſolve, That King James's Endeavours to ſubvert the Conſtitution, his Breaches of the 
original Contract, and his Violations of the Fundamental Laws, were ſuch Inſtances of Miſ- 


government, and of the Exerciſe of arbitrary Power, as inferr'd an Abdication, and an Inca- 


pacity to govern, and that the Throne was, for that Reaſon, vacant, and in Conſequence 


thereof they tendered the Crown to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange; yet thoſe Aſſemblies | 


had (as this Party alleges) no Authozity ſo to do, and conſequently that the Supply of 


the Defe# of Government, by reinſtituting the regal Eſtate, and by ſettling the Succeſſion, in 
the Proteſtant Line, were, according to them, no more than convenient and /icce/5ful 


Events of unjuſtifiable Cauſes : For this High Party will never allow, that the Invitation, 
Solicitation, or Invaſion of the Prince of Orange, and the joining the Britiſh Subjects with | 


him, to diſturb and purſue arbitrary Power, or the declaring the Throne to be vacant, or 


the Tender of the Crown made by the Two Eſtates of Lords and Commons to the 


Prince and Princeſs, were legal or juſtifiable, or maintainable by the Conſtitution. 


The Reaſonableneſs therefore of the Uniformity here propoſed, may be further illuſtrated by 
the Statute of 12 W. III. Cap. 2. intituled, An AF for the further Limitation of the Crown, 
and better Security of the Rights and Liberties of the Subject; for if what that Statute aſſerts is 
true, (as doubtleſs it is) viz. That it was abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety, Peace, and 
Quiet of the Kingdom, to obviate all Doubts and Conientions in the Succeſſion, ariſing from 
pretended Titles to the Crown, and to maintain a Certainty in the Succeſſion thereof; then it 
is equally neceſſary for the Safety, Peace, and Quiet of the Kingdom, to obviate all 


| Doubts and Contentions in the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, ariſing from Variety of Opi- 


nions, Affections and Diſaffections, and to introduce Phiformity, and a Certainty in the 


ſeveral Parts of it, becauſe the Proteſtant Succeſſion is built upon that Conſtitution, as on a 
Balis or Foundation; and therefore ought not to be ſhaken by thoſe Uncertainties, which 


the High Party make uſe of to aſſault and batter it on all Occaſions, : 

It is obſervable, that by this Act the Succeſſion to the Crown is limited to the Princeſs 
Sophia, and the Heirs of her Body, being Pꝛoteſlants; ſo that by this Limitation it is 
apparent, that not All the Heirs of the Body of the Princeſs Sophia are to ſucceed, 


Succeſſion is limited to ſuch Heirs only, as ſhall. be and continue 


agrees with that conditional Part of the Conſtitution in the Church, which hath limited the 


Abſolution of Sins, to the People being Penitents. | 
However, this expreſs Limitation is in all things parallel to the Saligue Law; for by the 


Fundamental Law of State in France, the French Crown is to deſcend, not to all the 


_ Heirs of their Kings, but to their Heirs, being Males; and deriving by Males 1 which 


is a Succeſſion as ſftrily limited, as is the Succeſſion to the Crown of Great Britain. 


8. Tt is to be added, That a full Dependence is to be placed in his preſent Majeſty's 


Royal Promiſe, that the Preſervation of the Conſtitution in this Kingdom, as it is now 


happily 
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happily. eſtabliſh d in the State, inviolable in all its Parts, ſhall be his Ft, and always his 
chief Care. * 45 11 9 ä . DF ; ; | | 

his therefore. the moſt. deſirable Wiſh, that the Thing pꝛomtſed to be preſerved, 
(viz. the Conſtitution, and the Fundamental Parts of it) ſhould be made known, certain, 
and uniform, becauſe the Knowledge and Preſervation of That Thing jo promiſed to be pre- 
ſerved, will effectually ſecure the Succeſſion to his Polterity againſt all 434: 18 


| nectu 0 f i b Rlenders. 
But till Uniformity and Certainty be introduced, the Conſtitution itſelf will ſtand preca- 


rious; for we have heard and read of ſome Judges, (thote Sages and Guardians of the 


Law) that have ſubſcribed Opinions, whereby they have framed many fictitious Rache 
ties and Pferogatives for our ſupreme Governors, which never had any {xi/tence in Law, 
and yet nevertheleſs have exhibired them as real and fundamental Parts of the Conſtitution, 


as may be ſeen ſpecified in the Book call'd The Britannic Conſtitution. 


It hath been alſo found, that ſome Speakers of Parliament have acted inconſiſtently with 
themſelves, and with the known Rights of that Houſe, which placed them in its Chair. 
The Demeanour of Sir J7obn Bufſy, Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 21 Kic. II. is one 
Inſtance of thoſe variable Sentiments: But that Offender jultly periſhed in the Rage of thoſe 
common People, whoſe Right he had ſubverted, as it is ſtated in the Britannic Conflitution. | 

Wiiliam Lenthal, Eſq; proved, of all others, the moſt remarkable Preters ; for although 
he behaved notably in the Parliament of 1641. when his Majelty King Charles I. enter'd 
the Houſe, fat in the Chair, and required him (the Speaker Lethal) to inform his Majeſty, 
whether the Five Members, Mr, Hampden, Sc. (whom his Majeſty, for their inviting and 
ſoliciting the Scots Invaſion, had, by his Attorney General, impeached of Higb Treafon) 


vere in the Houſe or not, Mr. Lenthal anſwer'd, That he had neither Eyes tb lee, nor Tongue 


zo ſpeak, but what that Houſe commanded; yet Mr. Lenthal afterwards betray'd and deſerted 
that very Houſe, carried the Mace in Fly 1647. to the Army, and adviſed them to march 
and take (and they did take) that ſame Houſe of Commons under their Direction; in 


which nefarious Treachery he equalled, if not exceeded, Sir Jobn BU. 
But above all, Mr. Lenthal, being choſen a Member of the Convention Parliament of 


1660, (which Mr. Echard, becauſe they reſtored the Conſtitution, juſtly calls a bleſſed and 


noble Aſſembly) affirmed in the Houſe, with great Freedom, That he who firſt drew the 
Sword (meaning Mr. Hampden, &c.) againſt King Charles I. committed as great an Offence, 
as he that cut off his Head: At which groundleſs Calumny, that noble and reſtoring Houſe 
of Commons were fo incenſed, that the Sergeant, by their Order, ſeized Mr. Lenthal, and 
ſet him to the Bar, where Sir Harbotile Grimſton, then Speaker, gave him (by the Direction 
of that reſtored, and reſtoring Houſe) a ſharp and ſevere Reprehenſion, importing, That 
in his Aſſertion, That thoſe who firſt drew the Sword againſt the late King, had committed as 


great an Offence, as thoſe who cut off his Head, he (Mr. Lenthal) had as highly reflected on 
(and calumniated) the Juſtice and Proceedings of the Lords and Commons of the laſt Parlia- 


ment (meaning the Parliament of 1641.) as could be expreſſed, intimating, That their 


drawing the Sword to bring State Malefactors to Puniſhment, and to vir.dicate (and reſcue) 


their juſt Liberties, had no Similitude to the cutting off the King's Head, which was an 
outrageous Act of the Army, after they had violated and diſperſed the Parliament, of which 


wicked Fact that Houſe (of 1660.) had the utmoſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation 3 he firſt 


being neceſſary, juſtifiable, and often prafiijed by their Anceſtors, but the latter utterly unwar- 


rantable and unprecedented. This Proceeding therefore pointed out Mr. Lenibal to be 


inconſiſtent with himſelf, and a ſecret Enemy to the Conſtitution. 
To which may be added, That every one of the Five Council for the Defendant in a late 


State Trial, admitted, That the Revolt, and drawing the Sword in 1688. to reſcue the 


Nation's juſt Liberties, was lawful, and was a Caſe excepted out of all the Rules of Non- 


reliſtance : And yet immediately after, they ſpent Five Days in exhibiting Evidence, and 
_ urging Arguments, to di/prove their own Admiſſion; which ſo puzzled the Cauſe, and had 


ſuch an Influence on many, that one great Lord, who had been active in the Revolt of 
1688. and in paſſing the Act of Succeſſion, and yet glancing at the Meaſures then in 
Embryo, to defeat that Succeſſion, was pleaſed to declare, That what he had done in that 
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ſon, and that he knew of no Right to the Crown but Hereditary Right; which was a plain 

Retrogzeſſion *.  _ TEND We FEE 
Theſe diſagreeing and contraditory Notions of Government enforce the Reaſons for the 

Uniformity here propoſed ; for if former Judges could frame ſuch fifitious Authorities, and 


exhibit them as real and fundamental Parts of the Conſtitution z and if Speakers of the 


#® Boyer's Life of Queen Anne. Fol. 433. 
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Houſe of Commons have been fo variabis, who can foreſee, what future udo yl ns 
They may adviſe our ſucceeding Kings, that Parliaments have ee eee By 4 
void ſome former Proceedings in particular Caſes, but never aſcertained whar wer h F 4 
damental Parts of the Conſtitution in general; and therefore if ſubſequent Proceedings ſe "= 
by ſome little Difference or Evaſion, diſtinguiſhed from the former, the Gove 0 
Governed may be again plunged, as formerly, in the like miſerable Perplexities and 85 
tentions. Wt 1 2 0 | 
Theſe Preſumptions are not yet far enough removed ; for whilſt'the Juſtice of the Revolu- 
tion continues to be arraigned, and thoſe who invited the Prince of Orange, and joined a 0 
aſſiſted him, in diſturbing and removing King Fames's arbitrary Government bd b fon 
Gentlemen treated as rebellious People, and their Proceedings ] Fe 


touching the 7; 
Throne, and Tender of the Crown, are condemned as illegal, the Ada reſfes of cl Orr. 
tlemen muſt neceſſarily be attended with Suſpicion; for no Tree, or its Root, can be ſo 


well known as by its Fruits: It is therefore preſumed, That ſuch of them as have erred 
and been miſled, would gladly ſhake off thoſe Suſpicions, and unfeignedly aſſent and conſent 
to the Truth of ſuch Parts of the Conftitution, as authorized the Revolution Procee bites 
ang Joy the Right of the Proteſtant Monarchy, that was, in virtue thereof, inſtituted and | 


_ The laſs Matter was to ſhew how the Dnifo2mity propoſed may be introduced, and to 
ſpecify the great Advantages of it; for which End it may be remembered, That the Twy 
ouſes of Convocation, of Canterbury and York, could (and did) compoſe and ſettle the Con- 
Aitution in the Church, and the Uniformity of it, fo aptly and completely, as that all the 
Miniſters of it muſt publickly and ſolemnly declare to and in their Congregations, their 
unſeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all and every thing in it— And if that Security ſo made by 
Act of Parliament, for recognizing and preſerving that Conſtitution in the Church, hath (as 
it really hath) ſuppreſſed and ſilenced all Controverſies about what are Parts, and what are 
not Parts of it; Then it map be concluded, That the Two Houſes of Parliament *, 
by themſelves, or by Commiſſioners, after the manner of preparing the Articles for the Union 
with Scotland, may with equal Facility, compoſe, epitomize, and aſcertain the ſeveral Fun- 
damental Parts of the Conſtitution, in the State, or the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and 
reduce them to Unformity ; and the Legiſlature may, with equal Succeſs, provide the like 
Security for recognizing and. preſerving the State Uniformity, as inviolable as is that of the 
Church, by obliging the Two Univerſities, and all Eccleſiaſtical Gentlemen, and all Officers 
Civil and Military, to declare and ſubſcribe their unfeigned Aſent and Conſent to all and 
every of the Parts and Points of the Conſtitution in the State; and above all, that Characte- 
riſtick Part which autborized and juſtifies the Invitation and Solicitation of the Prince of 
Orange, and his Invaſion, and alſo the Diſturbance,” which he and the Britiſb Subjects (who 
joined his Army) made, to purſue and remove out of the Kingdom an arbitrary Govern- 
ent; for until that Part be admitted and owned to be (as it really was) juſt and lawful, the 
Vote of Abdication, and the placing King William in the Throne, and the Eſt abliſbment of 
the Proteſtant Surceſſion, can never be, by ſome Men, counted latful; for whoever will, as 
many do, treat that Diſturbance, or Reſiſtance, as Rebellion, will at the ſame time treat the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment as an Pſurpatfon't Whereas King William being the Reſtorer of the 
Conſtitution, he may (humanly ſpeaking) be accounted the Founder of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion; and therefore all Aſperſions of his Invaſion, and Acceſſion to the Crown, ought to be 


with the utmoſt Care, obviated, prevented, and condemned. —_ | 
. . The Legiſlature may alſo provide, That if ever ſuch Subſcribers ſhall recede, recant, or YET: 
derogate from, or preach, or print, or act againſt ſuch their Declarations concerning the . 
State Uniformity, they ſhall, be treated as State' Offfenters, and Nonconformiſts, and as 
| publick Enemies to that Conſtitution they difown 5 and moreover ſhall incur the Penalties 
| of a Premunire, for a Relapſe. ſo depraved, to the end their Eſtates may reimburſe ſuch 
| Charges as Diſturbances of their procuring may occaſion, © 
or although the Act of Vniſormily in the Church doth contain, in the Body of it, à Reſtri- 
| ction concerning Diſſenters, i. e. That Mien (if they will exclude themſelves from Church 

— HhHenefices and Promotions) may lawfully 'diſent from this Uniformity, becauſe the Act refers tc 

the written Word of God, and enadts, That nothing be/ides that written Word ſhall be 

Enfoꝛced, the Human Obligation therefore to conform to that Conftitiition-in the Church, 

is by Holy Writ, and by chat Reſtriction, ſuperſeded; but no Perſons can be excepted out 

of Vnikoꝛmityp in the State, becauſe the Conſtitution itſelf, and fuch an Obligation to con- 


6 Anne, cap. 7. 
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form to it, being both of human and temporal Extraction, can admit of no Pretence for an 
e be meraore, who in this Caſe 4;ſen's from che Capliiturions 
ought to be incapable to enjoy any Protection under it. 


* 


. 


Ohjeter, Buy this Expedien of {afriting an aneigned Aſen and Cont t the Conlli 
tution, and to all the Fundamental Parts of it, can have no better Effect, than the Abjuration 
Oath hath already had; becauſe the Subſcriber may inſiſt on ſych vaſions, as the Breakers 
of the Abjuration Oath. have already pretended, viz. That the” ault is not in the Breaker 
of that Oath, by retaining in his Mind, and afferting the 565 abjured, but in that Power 
Which impoſed the Oath, 40 abjure that Right : So the Subſcriber will ſay, That the Fault 


is not in his retracting his Conſent, or departing from the Conſtitution unfe;gnedly afſented 


1% but in that Power which impoſed and required that Aſent and Conſent, and to ſubſcripe 
it as unfeigned, | FE Er neva eee 


Auſwer. Tes ſuch hypocritical Offenders will appear, even to their Neighbours, nfa- 
wh 


mous, and ſuch an Act of Uniformity may declare them to be Renegado's 6 
diſown their Country, and contradi& the Dictates of their own Conſcience); and therefore 
ſach an Act of Uniformity may inflict ſuch Incapacities, as will expoſe them, not only to 


(i. e. Men who 


Contempt, and apparent Guiltineſs, but to ſuch Inconveniencies as will be diſtinguiſhing. 
To which this further Anſwer may be added, That the Abjuration Oath concerns only the 


| King's Intereſt, and his Rights, which perhaps may be little regarded; but the Uniformiiy 


Oath will be to aſſert and maintain every Man's Right, Liberty, and Property, as well as 
tbe King's Right and Prerogatives, and therefore will be regarded by every Man, as he 
regards his own private Intereſt ; however, although ſome obſtinate and incurable Objectors 
may at preſent offend, yet doubtleſs, their. Poſterity will aſſent and conſent unſcignedly, 


becauſe Oppoſition to the Conſtitution, and the Laws of their Country, will afford neither 
Profit nor Reputation, | 2 


If this Expedient touching Uniformity in the State Conſtitution is practicable, then the 
Uſe and Advantage, and even the Neceſlity of ſuch a Proviſion, is apparent ; for by ſuch 


a a State Uniformity, the various Diverſities and Shapes of ficlitious Conſtitutions repugnant to, 


and inconſiſtent with, the /rve one, and all Diſputations and Controverſies about the Pro- 
ceedings at the Revolution in the Year 1688. would be ſuppreſſed and extinguiſhed. „ 
And therefore, ſince the Truth of the Britannic Conſtitution, which is an Epitome of the 
Fundamental Parts of the Government, hath not been in any Part contradicted j and ſince 
that Conſtitution is what will maintain, in point of Right, the Proteſtant Succeſſor, and is 
what the People, in point of Liberty, muſt truſt to; it is concluded, That from the Uni- 


formity here propoſed will flow theſe happy Conſequences. _ 


1. All Animoſities and Diſtinctions between the High Party and the Low, will be 
removed and extinguiſned; and ſuch of the unwary and innocent People as are at preſent 
entangled and led captive with ſuch erroneous Doctrines, and crude Notions of our Govern- 
ment, as are inconſiſtent with the zrue Conſtitution in this Kingdom, will be better inſtructed, 


and thoſe Perſuaſions that lead Men into Sedition, and even into Rebellion, will appear 
abſurd and unreaſonable; and therefore this Part of the People will be made happy by being 


brought over to the Qualifications of true Britons, and as ſuch will doubtleſs become zealous 
Aſſertors of the preſent Proteſtant Monarchy, and of the Principles on which it is founded. 


2. From this Sozt of Security, his preſent Majeſty, and the Proteſtant Royal 


 Fanily, will aſſuredly receive a great Addition of real Strength, becauſe forejgn Potentates 
muſt neceſſarily fee and perceive, that they can have no more Reaſon or Colour to queſtion 


or diſturb, or 10 aſſiſt the Pretender to diſturb, the Britannic Conſtitution, than his Majeſty King 
George can have to queſtion or diſturb the Conſtitution of the Government in the Empire, 
France, or Spain, from which thoſe Potentates derive their Sovereignties; the Law of 
Nations having prohibited and reſtrained Sovereign Powers from queſtioning or intermed- 


ing with the mere Rights or Titles of each other, to govern in their ſeparate and diſtinct 
Countries, But above all, when foreign Potentates ſhall ſee the original Government of Bri- 
tain ſtrongly cemented and riveted, in the Three Eſtates of King, Lords, and Commons; and 
that the Intereſt of any one of thoſe Eſtates can never be divided or untwiſted from the reſt, 
they will at the ſame time ſee and conclude, that every one of the Three Eſtates muſt firſt be 
overcome and Conquered, before any Pretender can be impoſed for their Governor. 


3. The 
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_ conſequently they will unite with Zeal and Courage in afferting an 


and protected. Their Defence of ſuch a Cauſe can never 


2. 


„ he N T. 
3. The Benefit accruing to Poſterity from ſuch a Prodebding will be, That the bo 
Intail of Popiſh 'Pretenders will, by this. Extinction of hoe Pra be docked of and 


barred, and all Inclinations towards them alienated and eſtranged; and the People's Notions 
of our Government will, by ſuch an eben, ee, a Certainty and Uniformit, 
becauſe they will then know and underſtand the true Conſtitution in the State, and the true 
Foundation of the Proteſtant Monarchy, as plainly as they now do, that of the Church, and 


d prelerving that Conſti- 
on Happinels is guarded 
| ; ) | er want Firmneſs or Unanimity, 
becauſe they will then ſee and know what they contend for, and defend; whereas, — 4 
Men know not what they contend for, or deſend, nor what will, after Victory, be their 


tution in this Kingdom, by which every thing they eſteem to be t 


Condition, their Eforts muſt needs want that Zeal, Vigour, and Activity, which is necef- 
at to make their Contentions for Victory, in the Cauſe of Liberty, obſtinate and invin- 
cible 


ible. . This Expedient therefore will accompliſh thoſe deſirable Effects, which flow from the 
= * Maxim: Par Domi, Fozis Arma (i. e. Peace at Home, and War 
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